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CapitalComment 


{Anti-Labor Law 
Slated for Oblivion 


: By Jonathan Stout 
ASHINGTON, D. C.— Although the Taft. 


Hartley Act is timed to go into full operation 
in a little more than a month (many of the 
Act’s provisions go into effect 60 days after enact- 
ment), there is every likelihood now that legal con- 
tests will tie the Act into knots for some time to 
#ome and that it will be amended drastically before 
the Act can become fully effective. 

The first round of the struggle against the Act 
opened here last week with several developments. 

The first was an emergency meeting of the inter- 

national presidents of the American Federation of 
b Labor at the Hotel Washington here. Out of this 
{ meeting came a declaration which mobilizes the AFL 
for the fight. 
_ The second development was the first effort to 
amend the Act. This was a bipartisan effort by 
Republican Senator Aiken of Vermont and Demo- 
cratic Senator Hatch of New Mexico. This came two 
days after the AFL declaration, and was aimed to 
temove the prohibition in the Act which bars labor 
unions from giving publicity in their own _publi- 
cations to any endorsements the union might give 
to candidates for Congress, or from otherwise giving 
support to such endorsements. 

The third development was a deliberate effort by 

CIO President Phil Murray and UAW President 
Walter Reuther to test the constitutionality of the 
provision aimed at in the Aiken-Hatch Bill. Murray, 
in the CIO News, and Reuther, in the United Auto- 
mobile Worker, deliberately endorsed candidates for 
Congress in Maryland and Pennsylvania and asked 
for prosecution under the Taft-Hartley Act in order 
that they might carry the case to the Supreme Court. 
_ Although the CIO became therefore the first to 
factually aim a court test at the Taft-Hartley Act, it 
% probable that the AFL declaration will ultimately 
Marshall the greater forces into the fight. 

After reviewing labor’s case against the Act, the 
NAFL declaration concluded: 

“And now, we, the representatives of 7,500,000 
Members of the American Federation of Labor .. . 
‘declare that the following shall be our pledge and 
UWacompromising purpose: 

‘“1—Because we believe many of the provisions of 
the Taft-Hartley Act are unconstitutional, we will 
ihallenge the. validity of said sections in the courts. 
Mn doing so, we shall avail ourselves of the oppor- 
Munity to appeal in accordance with court procedure 
Ho the Supreme Court of the United States. We shall 
exhaust every legal recourse at our command in the 
befforts we put forth to test the validity of this Act. 
» “2—The repeal of this notorious legislation shall 
Be our fixed objective. We shall never be reconciled 
#o the acceptance of this legislation. We shall oppose 
m—fight it at every step and every opportunity— 
until we succeed in our efforts to bring about its 

epeal. Our action in this respect will be based 
upon the fact that we regard the Taft-Hartley Act as 

slave measure, un-American, vicious and destructive 
Pof labor’s constitutional rights. 

“3—We will organize, unite and concentrate our 
@forts toward bringing about the defeat of every 
Maember of Congress for re-election who voted in 
(Continued on Page Three) 
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Are We Creating Permanent DP’s? 


T is ironic, at a time when discussion of a bill 

to allow entry to 400,000 displaced persons over 

a four-year period is receiving nationwide atten- 
tion, despite an agreement between Truman and 
Congress to postpone the Siratton bill until the fall 
session, that a spokesman of labor, the barnacled 
Dan Tobin, should continue to present the most 
untenable and ungracious arguments designed to keep 
America free of “immigrants.” In the July issue of 
The International Teamster, the personal organ of 
Tobin rather than of the members of the Teamsters’ 
Union, he presents a featured editorial, entitled: 
“Jobs for Vets, or Immigrants?” 

His anti-refugee position is buttressed by these 
arguments: “At present, an unemployment crisis 
exists in 22 out of the 80 major employment areas 
of the country. . . . The outlook for the next few 
years is increasingly serious as 1.100,000 war vet- 
erans complete their schooling and begin to look for 
jobs.” To this, add the half million high school 
students “graduated into the Jabor market last month,” 
and to Mr. Tobin the situation looks dire indeed. 
The threats inherent in the present economic situation 
are not overlooked by other union officials, but they 
do not arrive at Tobin’s conclusions regarding immi- 
gration at this time. 

Tobin’s negative views are framed in phrases that 
must sound heartless and indecent to the overwhelming 
majority of the American public. “Why should they 
[refugees] be brought to the United States, where 
they are not wanted and not needed, unless the idea 
is to create unemployment and thereby lower wages 
and weaken unions? ... Therefore, H.R. 2910 [the 
Stratton bill] would substitute displaced Americans 
for displaced Europeans. . . . Of course, this whole 
campaign for the displaced persons is a phony.” 

Tobin emphatically does not speak fer American 
labor, but his “angle” unfortunately is supported by 
many well-intentioned persons to whom the argu- 
ment sounds plausible. The fallacies in this point 
of view are many. The danger of large-scale unem- 
ployment is not averted merely by frantic protection 
of existing jobs. Economic prosperity depends upon 
full employment. The present high level is largely 
due to war-accumulated reserves, savings, and unfilled 
commodity needs. The level of 60,000,000 jobs cannot 
be maintained without legislation encouraging ex- 
pansion as well as stabilization of wages, prices, and 
the size of the labor force and other measures. 
Failure now to provide against the coming “recession,” 
which some business leaders tend to look upon as 


probable if not “inevitable” under present conditions, 
will leave us without weapons for raising employ- 
ment figures, or maintaining a healthy consumer 
market. A sustained and implemented program 
geared to full employment needs will allow us to 
do something in the face of the threat; tight holds 
on present jobs can only allow us to hold our breath 
and hope for the best. And present jobs are not 
threatened by the proposed trickle of immigrants— 
the pitiful total of 400,000 refugees seems tragically 
minute. The trouble with the figure to be spread 
over a four-year period is not that it is too much, 
but that it is far too little. 

And while Tobin’s economic arguments are falla- 
cious, we belieye that it is both foolish and cruel 
to ignore the very significant human aspects involved. 
These persons in camps in Europe are hardly recog- 
nizable, in terms of character and political role, by 
their tags of “DP’s,” “refugees” and “immigrants.” 
Most of them were among the first to awaken to the 
threat of totalitarianism in Europe, and first to act 
against it. Many of them by-passed opportunities 
that would haye afforded them sanctuary in totali- 
tarian states. in so far as there exists personal security 
in those states. Many were the persons whom our 
armed forces contacted in Europe prior to D-Day. 
If Mr. Tobin and others like him are afraid of 
admitting 400,000 DP’s, let them consider how many 
more American lives would have been lost had not 
these persons alerted the western world to the ex- 
panding dangers of totalitarianism, and had they 
not cooperated, unsung and unglorified, with our 
armed forces and those of our allies. Let him re- 
member that they were first to see the inside of the 
concentration camps. Let him remember that their 
parents, children, sisters, brothers, relatives, for the 
most part, are no longer alive or are permanently 
maimed because of their opposition to the Fascist, 
Nazi and Communist legions. 


» cd 


Mucu is made of the “European” origin of the 
DP’s. Such a distinction is irrelevant, and insulting. 
These persons formed the vanguard in the battle 
which was later, so much later, to engulf the world. 
They refuse to return to their lands of origin, be- 
cause they still have not resolved themselves to life 
under dictatorships, because they can no longer live in 
those lands where the blood of their families drenches 
the barren ground. What has happened in those few 
(Continued on Page Sixteen) 
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Sources of Soviet Conduct 


NDER this title, a remarkable 
article has appeared in the latest 
issue of Foreign Affairs. It is one 

of the most expert, and most penetrating 

analyses of Soviet policy which has ever 
appeared; its importance is enhanced by 
the fact that the press reports the 

author of the ar- 

x 

to be George Ken- 

head of the 

“Planning Commis- 

sion” of the State 

Department, re- 

established 

in order to formu- 


ticle, signed 


nan, 


cently 


Jate long-range po- 





litical strategy. 
The author re- 
futes, with 
vincing argument- 
ation, the frequently recurring “gleeful 
announcements that ‘the Russians have 
changed’” to become more friendly to- 
ward the non-Soviet world; he denies the 
right of certain political leaders, here 
and abroad, of “taking credit for having 
brought about such changes.” Whatever 
changes there are, are merely tactical 
maneuvers; “basically the 


Dallin 


con- 


antagonism 


remains. It is postulated.... The char- 
acteristics of Soviet policy, like the 
postulates from which they flow, are 
basic to the internal nature of Soviet 
power, and will be with us, whether in 
the foreground or the background, until 
the internal nature of Soviet power is 
changed.” 


The author shows how this basie anta- 
gonism has developed—and is still de- 
veloping—out of the mainsprings of 
Communist ideology. Moscow is prone 
to exaggerate the hostility of the west- 
ern world toward the Soviet Union; the 
stress laid in Moscow on the menace to 
Soviet society from the world outside its 
borders, the article goes on, is founded 
not in the reality of foreign antagonisms 
but in the necessity of explaining away 
the maintenance of dictatorial authority 
at home. Since the time the remnants 
of the prerevolutionary upper 
were liquidated in the middle 1920s, the 
justification which Lenin advanced for 
his dictatorship has disappeared. There- 
fore “it became necessary to justify the 
retention of the dictatorship by stressing 
the menace of capitalism abroad.” It 
could not be admitted that there could 
be serious and widespread opposition 
springing spontaneously from the “liber- 
ated masses” under its authority. Now, 
the author shows, the Government can- 


classes 








not dream of parting with its machinery 


of suppression. 
* * * 


P ARALLELS have often been drawn 
between Stalin’s dictatorship and those 
of Napoleon and Hitler. Many a simi- 
larity may indeed be detected, as a simi- 
larity exists between all dictatorships in 
history. There are, however, important 
distinctions between them, and Mr. X 
uncovers the traits peculiar to the Soviet 
dictatorship in international relations. 
The Kremlin, he says, is under no com- 
pulsion “to accomplish its purposes in a 
hurry;” it is not disposed to risk its 
existing achievements “for the sake of 
vain bubbles of the future.”’ Lenin taught 
flexibility and caution, and Stalin him- 
self “has no compunction about retreat- 
ing in the face of superior force.” He is 
not bound by any time-table and “does 
not get panicky under the necessity of 
retreat.... There is no trace of any 
feeling in Soviet psychology that the 
goal must be reached at any given time.” 
The main difference between Stalin and 
Napoleon and Hitler, the author finds, is 
this: on the one hand, Soviet diplomacy 
“is more sensitive to contrary force, 
more ready to yield on individual sectors 
of the diplomatic front when that force 
is felt to be too strong, and thus move 
rational in the logic and rhetoric of 
power. On the other hand it cannot be 
easily defeated or discouraged by a 
single victory on the part of its op- 
ponents.” 

On these assumptions, Mr. X. builds 
a foreign policy for this country, which 
is indicated only in its broadest outline. 
He rejects appeasement as well as 
“toughness” and hopes to induce the 
Soviet Government to retreat by simul- 
taneously displaying strong determina- 
tion and leaving all doors open for a 
Soviet withdrawal without too greet a 
loss of “face.” He does not envisage that 
there can be a lasting solution and a 


eomplete elimination of antagonisms so 

long as the present ruling group in 

Russia remains in power. , 
* * J 


AN EMINENT LIAR 


FRIEND sends us from Paris a 
copy of the newspaper, Tribune des Na- 
tions, containing an article by one 
Michel Gordey, dealing with the Socialist 
Party of Norman Thomas and discassing 
et length The New Leader. What the 
concoeter of that article tells its readers 
will certainly be a revelation to our read- 
ing public. At the beginning of the 

‘ German-Soviet war, the writer says, The 

New Leader “forecast week after week 
that the Russian army would be beaten 
the following month.” Later, The New 
Leader—so this famous informant re- 
veals—“regularly predicted a separate 
peace between Moscow and Berlin.” And 
as the war was coming to an end, The 
New Leader, according to Monsieur 
Gordey, was accusing Moscow of not 
wanting to occupy Berlin and instead 
marehing into the Balkans. And so on, 
and so on. 

What disturbs the author of that ar- 
ticle most is the fact that The Reuder's 
Digest occasionally reprints articles 
from The New Leader and that, accord- 
ing to him, the Republican Party distri- 
cutes material appearing in The New 
Leader, since “the writers of The New 
Leader possess a maturity and experi- 
ence considerably superior to that of 
writers in the American syndicates.” 

Before the war, the Tribune des Na- 
tions was an honest, well-informed pub- 
lieation. Since the war, it has again 
tried to maintain a high level of jour- 
nalism. One fails to understand its aim 
in printing such stupid lies about The 
New Leader, gross distortions and plain 
calumnies would not have appeared in 
this country, since here anyone could 
cheek and disprove the author’s asser- 
tions. 
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The Fate of De Gasperi 


OME. — The fourth De Gasperi 
R Cabinet will not last as Jeng as 
the three preceeding ones. Its de- 


mise is expected by next fall, according 
to the best political 
[Italian capital. The forty-two vote ma- 
jority which the new Cabinet snatched 
from the Constituent Assembly is the 
smallest majority received by any gov- 
ernment since the downfall of the Fascist 


horoscope of the 


regime. 

The weakness of the new Government 
is not derived, so much from the numbei 
of its parliamentary 
their heterogeneity. The Christian Dem- 
refuses to be 
Although a 


supporters as by 


ocratic Party as a whole 
considered a Rightist party. 
small wing within its ranks is undoubt- 
edly conservative and even reactionary, 
the great majority of its followers are 
working people, smal] farmers, small 
business men, state employees. 
democratic 


and pro- 
fessional people, profoundly 
and even socialistically inclined on many 
economic issues. 

These people followed De Gasperi in 
his recent 
because they 


maneuver towards the right 


have a consciousness of 


“leadership” and they feared that to un- 
weat their chieftain with the present 
critical situation, a crisis of greater 


magnitude might be produced. They ac- 


cepted the support of the Right without 
enthusiasm and 


with an uneoncealed 


By Vincenzo Vacirca 
New Leader Correspondent in Italy 


hope that next time things would turn 
out differently. 

The practical result of the 
Italian political crisis was the ousting 
of the Communists and their fellow- 
travelers from the Government where 
they had been entrenched since February, 
1944, when 
King Vittorio Emanuel to form a coali- 
tion cabinet. 

All the democratic parties 
ist, Republican, Action, and even Christ- 
ian Democratic parties—had opposed the 


récent 


Badoglio was charged by 


the Social- 


Badoglio Government and had refused to 
recognize the fugitive king as the legi- 
timate chief of the State. 
nists had not been less adamant in their 
opposition to the King and his Marshall. 
Then a coup de scene was enacted. Tog- 


The Commu- 


liatti arrived from Russia, and accepted 


a ministerial post offered by Badoglio. - 


The Communists did not dare revolt 
against their new leader appointed from 
Moscow. The parties 
They were afraid of being out of the 
Government leaving the Communists in 
a privileged position in } 
with the Monarchists. 
entered the King’s cabinet. 

Since then, for more than three years 
the Communists 
force in all 
cessively ruled Italy. 
Communists had 


other wavered. 


their alliance 


One by one they 


have participated in 
which 


It seemed that the 


cabinets have 


suc- 


become a permanent 


feature of any government— Monarchist 
or Republican, leftist or centrist—Ba- 
doglio, Bonomi, Parri, De Gasperi, who- 
headed the cabinet and whatever 
his tendencies no government 
possible in Italy without the Commu- 
nists. So it seemed till a month ago. 
* * 


ever 
seemed 


D: GASPERI tried to end collabora- 
tion with Communists last January, but 
did not succeed. The Socialist split had 
just occurred and the leaders of the new 
democraté: Socialist Party were loath to 
appear to have created the new organiza- 
tion with the too-practical 
grabbing a few ministerial posts till then 
occupied by the Communists and the 
Nenni Socialists. A sudden turn to the 
right was opposed by the rank-and-file 
of the Christian Democrats. 
was a new cabinet of Christian 
Communists and 
cialists. It was a copy of the previous 
cabinet less the Historical 
Party, the Action Party, the Democracy 
of Labor, and the new Socialist Party. 
These groups had held altogether five 
ministries in the second De 
cabinet. 

The life of this new combination was 
very troubled. For four months poor De 
Gasperi had to wrestle continuously with 
his colleagues. The aggravated economic 


purpose of 


The result 
Demo- 


crats, pro-Soviet So- 


tepublican 


Gasperi 





DE GASPERI d 


situation was exploited by the Social- 
Communists who discharged the re- 
sponsibility for it on the Christian Demo- 
«vats, incited the workers to ask for 
wage increases, and contributed to make 
the situation more and more critical. 

The Socialist Workers Party (the 
Saragat group) accused the tri-partite 
government of inefficiency and incom-‘ 
petence. An economic plan was present- 
ed after painstaking research by a group 
of competent economists led by Tremel- 
Joni. This plan was introduced in Par- 
jiament and offered as a remedy to the 
present economic chaos. At the same 
time the parliamentary group of the 
Secialist Workers Party—52 
made it clear that it would not refuse to 
participate in a government which 
showed a willingness to act construc- 
tively. 

De Gasperi became convinced that the 
situation was ripe to proceed to a new 

risis and resigned. 

After a failure of the elder statesmen, 
Nitti and Orlando, tor form a govern- 
ment, the temporary President of the Re- 
publie charged De Gasperi again to form 
a new cabinet—his fourth. 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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Is Soviet Russia 





Already Waging War? 


By Jonathan Stout 


ASHINGTON, D. C.—Some of 

the leading minds in the State 

Department and in the War De- 
partment—as well as elsewhere—are on 
the brink of recognizing openly, perhaps 
soon, what they are thinking today... 
that World War III is actually in prog- 
ress now. 

The old-fashioned notion is that war 
exists only following an official govern- 
mental declaration to that effect. The 
way in which World War II started put 
that notion in mothballs. Also out- 
moded is the notion that a state of war 
exists only when armies (with or without 
ofticial declarations) begin shooting at 
each other. 

The redefinition of 
evolving in inner circle minds here today 
leads to the inevitable recognition that 
jn the dynamics of modern warfare, 
military force is merely one of the many 
means which aggressive nations may use 
against their neighbors, and that in their 
practical effectiveness as weapons of 
conquest, political armies and economic 
armies are on a level of parity with 
military armies. 

What is stressed is that in the reali- 
ties of warfare what is important is the 
achievement of the objective; and that 
the means used to conquer an objective 
are matters of operational expediency. 
It is pointed owt that the conquest of 


terms which is 


Hungary by a political operation makes 
a Soviet province of that nation just 
as effectively as if it had been done by 
a military operation. 

This evaluation of political and eco- 
nomic armies is not new in the world’s 
experience. But their modern develop- 
ment by totalitarian dynamics, in effect, 
elevates them to the importance of 
effectiveness of military power. 

For instance, it was pointed out by an 
American diplomat that old-fashioned 
capitalist economic penetration of other 
nations was never as effective as the 
economic treaties which the Soviet Union 
has imposed on its satellite states. And 
there is even less of a paralled, he went 
on, between old-fashioned political inter- 
ference of a capitalist state in the in- 
ternal affairs of its neighbors and the 
development in Communist 
political infiltration and 


modern 
dynamics of 
subversion. 

There are at least three outstanding 
pieces of evidence that point to these 
new evaluations. 

One was the publication this week in 
the official Bulletin of the Department 
of State of the detailed report of the UN 
Balkan Commission’s investigation of 
the warfare on the Greek border. This 
report is published in entirety within a 
few days after Communist forces have 
loosed a major effort to invade Greece, 





The Fate of De Gasperi 


(Continued from Page Two) 


The negotiations with the leaders of 
the various parliamentary groups were 
very slow and complex. De Gasperi 
showed remarkable patience and shrewd- 
ness. At last he succeeded in succeeding 
himself! 


+« * . 


Tuere was a moment in which it 
seemed possible to form a government of 
all the democratic forces and exclude the 
Communists and the Monarchists. It 
failed. No one can tell exactly whose 
fault it was. Perhaps De Gasperi was 
too timid in defying the big financial and 
industrial interests which were against 
any economic plan directed by Socialists. 
Perhaps the Socialists asked too much 
and lacked the necessary flexibility to 
seize the opportunity and work out later 
the details. Perhaps the situation was 
not yet ripe for this new audacious ex- 
periment. 


In October new events are expected. 
Constructive forces are at work to pre- 
pare for a government which will start 
to govern, a Socialistic if not a Socialist 
government, a truly democratic govern- 
ment which will make the defense of 
liberty its political cornerstone and at 
the same time will initiate long delayed 
economic reforms. 


The forces of violence will not be de- 
feated by a greater violence, nor by 
simply denouncing them. Only by satis- 
fying the peoples ardent desire for jus- 
tice and by providing for their most 
material needs, can democracy 
and freedom be preserved. 


urgent 


The Communists are perfectly aware 
of this possibility and are making every 
ffort to prevent it. They are advocating 
the formation of a great “democratic” 
government which will allow them again 
wb sit in the Council of Ministers; simul- 
they are mobilizing their 
“masses” in order to create a state of 


taneously 


jermanent unrest and excitement as a 
form of pressure on the government. The 
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IGNAZIO SILONE 
Italy in the Center 


violent episode which occurred in Venice, 
where the Communists prevented De 
Gasperi from speaking, was a test case 
and only a sample of what they are plan 
ning. 

Moscow is making a great psycho- 
logical error. The Italian people are al- 
It is 
easy to see that a reaction is taking 
place in almost every sector of the popu- 
lation. The fact that the Communists 
call Fascist everyone who disagrees or 
refuses to associate with them does not 
prevent an increasing rise in anti-Com- 


ready seeing through the game. 


munist sentiment. 


The danger is that this sentiment may 
be exploited by ultra-conservative forces. 
In such a case the “polarization” of 
Italian politics towards the two extremes 
cannot be avoided and civil war may be 


the result. 


To prevent such an outcome, the for 
mation of a government of all the demo- 
cratic forces has become urgent. The 
Socialist Workers Party will have a very 
important role in the achievement of this 
goal. The “split” in the Socialist Party 
can be better understood in the light of 
these new political developments. 


and in perfect timing with the arrival 
in Greece of Governor Griswold to head 
the American mission in Greece. 

Two is the political meaning of: the 
Marshall Plan which obviously prepares 
the ground for the creation of a western 
European federation if the Soviet Union 
declines American overtures of peace 
and persists in its current campaign of 
aggressive hostilities. 

Three is the action of President Tru- 
man in sending General Wedemeyer to 
China, ostensibly to investigate the facts 
of the Soviet aggression against China. 
Even the new young Capitol pages here 
know it is not necessary to send anyone 
to China to study developments there. 
The full information is already here. 
The real meaning of sending General 
Wedemeyer to China is to prepare the 
ground for a reversal of our fence- 
stradding policy in the Far East. When 
Wedemeyer returns, we will announce 
that the facts justify us in throwing 
our full resources behind out Chinese 
allies in defense of thir national sover- 
eignty against foreign aggression. 

These three steps, in addition to many 
others, are believed to be necessary to 
prepare the American public for a 
realistic. understanding of the stark 
situation which confronts them. 

When the American public has had 






SENATOR WAGNER 
Liberals Join Labor Against T-H Act 


sufficient time for a full understanding 
of the problem confronts the 
world, it will not be necessary for lead- 
ing officials of the State Department to 
write anonymous articles—as one did a 
few days ago in the magazine Foreign 
Affairs—-in order to talk cold turkey 
about the state of hostilities between 
the United States and the Soviet Union. 


which 





Anti-Labor Law Slated tor Oblivion 


(Continued from Page One) 


favor of final enactment of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

“4__ To 
against possible suits for damages and 
other vexatious and destructive litiga- 
tion under this law, it is recommended 
omitted 


protect our organizations 


that no-strike provisions be 
from all future agreements, written or 
oral. ’ 

*“5—In order that the workers of the 
nation may be accorded a full and com- 
plete opportunity to vote in national 
elections, we recommend that our or- 
ganizations set aside this day (when 
this declaration is approved by the AFL 
Executive Council) as a holiday to be 
devoted solely to election purposes. 

“6—We recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor give full and complete con- 
sideration to the declaration of this 
conference, and in addition prepare for 
consideration. by the next convention of 
the American Federation of Labor a 
program giving full effect to these pur- 
poses.” 

This declaration bore the signatures 
of Matthew Woll, William L. Hutcheson, 
Daniel J. Tobin, David Dubinsky, William 
Green and George Meany. 


2 » 


Tu ERE is some reason to believe that 
when the next session of Congress con- 
venes next January, the Taft-Hartley 
Act will undergo a face-lifting opera- 
tion. It is considered likely by close 
friends that Senator Taft himself will 
support some of the amendments which 
will be forthcoming next session. It is 
likely, therefore, that before the court 
tests can complete their route to the 
Supreme Court, many of the sections 
challenged wi!l be changed. 

It is no secret that Senator Taft is 
surprised by the heat of the reaction 
from organized labor and the public. 
Quietly, he is prepared to admit he may 
have misjudged labor sentiment. In de- 
fense he is preparing to circularize local 
union officials throughout the country 
with copies of his various speeches on 
industrial relations in order to prove to 
labor officials that he is not anti-labor, 
anl that it was not his real purpose to 
cripple the labor unions. That is going 
to be a waste of postage. 


Last week the Government announced 
that, for the first time in American 
two-year-old slogan of 
been ex- 


history, the 

“Sixty Million 
ceeded. The figures for June, it was 
Bureau, showed 


Jobs” had 


stated by the Census 
that 60,055,000 persons were gainfully 
If the 
men in the armed forces were inclnded, 
the total number gainfully employed 
becomes 61,453,000. Employment in June 
actually was 3,700,000 above employment 
in June a year ago. 

There is reason to believe that this 
announcement was made as much for 
foreign as for domestic information. It 
was intended as a retort to the Com- 
munist propaganda in Europe that 
America is suffering a wave of unem- 
ployment and is on the brink of another 
depression. 

In the midst of all this sunshine, how: 
ever, there appeared a cloud no bigger 
than a man’s hand which has_ had 
Washington economists mumbling in 
their beards for several days. It ap- 
peared during the testimony of Emerson 
P. Schmidt, chief economist of the US 
Chamber of Commerce, before’ the 
Government’s Joint Committee on the 
Economic Report. 

This is, in part, what Schmidt had tv 


employed in civilian occupations. 


say: 

“Because of the war-induced condi- 
tions, we are experiencing a kind of 
prosprity, but it is doubtful that it rests 
on a secure foundation. 

“To some people postwar reconversion 
It is doubtful, how- 
reconverted the 


appears complete. 
ever, that we have 
economy in the brief two-year perio t» 
anything like normal peacetime con 
ditions. 

“Actually, we remain on a quasi-wat 
footing which has not permitted return 
to a normal civilian exchange economy. 
establish international 
be little purpose in 


Unless we can 
peace, there may 


talking about .domestic economic sia- 
bility. 
“Few would argue that the present 


wage pattern, the price pattern or the 
production pattern will endure, or thal 
the existing relationships can be perma- 
nent—patterns and relationships which 
are the by-products of war.” 

Schmidt gave it as his opinion that 
conditions will force the American 
standard of living to be lowered. 


ALERT? 


Dedicated te an eapode of al Rb Min enemies of democrary | 
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AMERICAN JEWS 
SHOW CP THE DOOR 


By Rabbi Benjamin Schultz 


as their home, because we are interested 
in its safety, and because most of us 
are concerned about religion, and free- 
dom of all religion. Most of our fellow- 
citizens know this and the Communists 
do too. The largest Jewish publication 
in the world, the Jewish Duily Forward, 


N August 23, 1946, the NY Times 
O published an _ innocent-looking 

picture of the British Counsul 
being lectured by angry men, represen- 
tatives of the American Jewish Labor 
Council. The context of the photograph, 
however, was misleading. A news item 
pointing up the cut stated that the is most militantly anti- Communist. 
“Council” charged England with harass- Communist atetmpts at infiltration 
ing the Jews, not only in Palestine, but into Jewish organizations, attempts 
also in Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, which are made in all religious and 
Poland, and “wherever else a substan- minority groups are doomed to sterility, 
tial number of Jewish people happen to The Jewish People’s Fraternal Order, 
be.” This Government, they said, also for example, is now known as a party- 
encourages anti-Semitism in a “deadly front outfit. In March, it was admitted 
parallel with the practice of the Hitler- to be part of the International Workers 
ite Government of Nazi Germany.” On Order (exposed in The New Leader, 
September 24, this “Council” dispatched July 5, 1947) by Jewish Life, published 
delegates to the State Department and by CP daily, the Freiheit. So, a change 
a Washington dispatch featured its in its name can be expected momen- 
charge of a British “drive against Jew- tarily. For once an organization, posing 
ish people throughcut Europe.” as a neutral, is shown to be CP-con- 
trolled, and the Jewish Community is 
lies in the fact that Britain is not Hit- slerted to me wate’ _ erg gy aot 

. . : an end. The president of this group 

lerite, and the public had no way of . ; ‘ 
knowing that this group does not speak is party-liner Albert Kahn, who regu- 
k g group k m 
for the overwhelming number of Ameryi- larly exposes 
can Jews. The fact is that the Jewish 
Labor Council is a Communist--front 
organization. It is not Zionist at all. 
(Nor does it have anything to do with 
the anti-Communist Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee.) Its organizing director, Wil- 
liam Levner, recently spoke before the x “ 
Unity Center Section of the Communist 
Party on, “Palestine—the Communist 
Position.” Its president is Ben Gold, 
Communist head of the Fur Workers 
Union. The favorite papers of the Coun- 
cil are the Daky Worker and the Yid- 
dish version, the F'retheit. Its sole mo- 


The difficulty with these allegations 


conspiracies” against the 
“peace-loving” Soviet Union. No more 
space ought really to be wasted on this 
group or on the Jewish Labor Council 
(successor to the Jewish Trades Union 
Committee and the Jewish People’s Com- 
mittee, both deceased). 


The Negroes have the same trouble. 
The Communists exploit every grievance 
held by ethnic groups. But beyond the 
ethnic field, even religions have their 
specially-delegated “borers-from-within.” 
Pacifist sentiment is utilized as a wea- 
pon against the Truman Doctrine. There 
is the case uf Reverend Stephen Fritch- 
man (The New Leader, June 14, 1947), 
suspended as editor of the Christian 
Register (Unitarian) for his party-line 
allegiances. And the Reverend William 
Howard Melish of Brooklyn, praised by 
Pravda as a “friend.” And The Witness 
Episcopal weekly, and its editor, Rever- 
end W. B. Spofford, who said: “Those 
who are anti-Communist. .. .are aiding 
And many other 


tive in damning England, which is very 
different from the legitimate grievances 
against that country by representative 
Zionist and other Jewish organizations, 
is to alienate American Jewry from the 
demeeracies, and hitch its wagon to the 
Soviet star. How singularly unsuccess- 
ful this atempt 
the unanimous rejection of its applica- 


has been is shown by 


tion for membership in the over-al] 


Jewish Community Relations Advisory 
Council. the cause of Fascism.” 
New Leader readers are not victims clergymen—some “innocents,” some fel- 


of reactionary propaganda; they cdo not low-travelers. 


need to be told that the gre majority The Jewish group is ethnic and re- 
of Jews are not Communists., They know ligious, and hence subject to attack on 
that the overwhelming majority of us both flanks. But it resist: successfully, 


through the vigilant Anti-Defamation 


League, the Jewish Labor Committee, 


detest Communism. This is so because 
our forebearers chose this democracy 





The author, active in liberal movements 
in Youhers, New York, was formerly on 
the Administrative Committee of the 
Zionist Organization of America, president 
of the Westchester Zionist Region, and 
chairman of the Yonkers Zionist Emergency 
known as a 


Council. He is now widely 


columnist for the “National Jewish Pest,” 


and is on the Religious Education Com- 


mittee of the Central Conference of Amer- 





ican Rabbis. ' 
Rabbi Benjamin Schultz 











and the American Jewish Conimittee. 
All these organizations are daily assailed 
by the Communists, and by others like 
the infamous Gerald L. K. Smith. The 
American Jewish Committee’s S. Andhill 
Fineberg has recently denounced Soviet 
apologists. “There is altogether too 
much evidence,” he asserted bluntly, 
“that Russia is no haven for Jews.” Nor 
do the DPs “want to go there.” 


* * ” 


You can’t have a united front with a 
conspiracy. 

But some think you can. Did these 
persons read Freiheit columnist Maurice 
Schappes in April, 1946? Crying that 
“Jews need the influence of Marxist 
analysis to guide their thinking,’ he 
revealed: “Progressive students working 
in Zionist, Hillel and other Jewish 
campus organizations will be able to 
strengthen the anti-imperialist elements 
there and to combat such influences as 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver.” That same 
pattern is designed for adults, too. 

The scheme of penetraticn is failing. 
But naive leaders did lend, and some 
are still lending strength to sinister 
groups. Both Dr. Stephen Wise and 
Mrs. Judith Epstein, Hadassah head, 
addressed the Fraternal Order on May 
26, 1945, and others have addresses 
nany similar bodies since. William Gail- 
more, Soviet apologist, became a “Zion- 
ist” hero (he hates England), and ideol- 
ogies got all mixed up. Unheeded went 
M. Rivlin’s warning in the Morning 
(April, 1945): “Responsible 
Zionist leaders, like Dr. Wise and others, 
should make up their minds once and 
for all whether they are fraternizing 
with, and addressing 
these people. 


Journal 


gatherings” of 


In certain minds, there seemed to be 
hope of turning Russia, and its local 
tools, to Zionism. But these groups 
promptly went anti-Zionist, after getting 
jobs in many “Zionist” offices which they 
still hold. A flurry occured when Gromy- 
ko spoke to the UN, hinting at a bi- 
national Palestine, or, remotely some 
sort of Jewish state. But Jews reacted 
coldly to this vagueness for he hadn’t 
é€ven mentioned 
means life or death to their brethren. 
Hence, we find three weeks later, that 
A. J. Arnold, of the left-wing “World 
News Service” is disgusted. The Jewish 
Agency “did not even voice its thanks to 
the Soviet.” So he pulls back the bait: 
“Many interpreted Gromyko’s position 
as pro-Zionist, but the final judgment 
seems to be. 
Zionist.” And when, the next day, Schap- 
pes describes an ideal Palestine as being 
like Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and the 
Soviet Union, we know exactly what he 
means. No wonder Palestinian Moshe 
Shertok said at Atlantic City’s Trade 
Union Conference for Palestine, that his 


immigration which 


.it only appeared pro- 


compatriots grew up “in the West Eu- 
ropean tradition,” and their country can- 
not enter the Soviet sphere. 


But such debacles seem to discourage 
neither the enticers, nor, in too many 
cases, the enticed. Part of this real-life 
drama of conspiracy, is a neat system 
of “interlocking directorates.” let's go 
through the maze: Jews, you know, are 
having a revival, and want more Jewish 
education. So, presto, here’s your “School 
of Jewish Studies,” on Astor Place in 








_ REUTHER COMES THROUGH | 


The news on the labor front this 
week is good. In his article on the| 
“Meaning of the Proposed UAW 
| Merger” last week, Julien Steinberg. | 
| staff labor analyst of The New Leader. | 
| diseussed the real issues involved an¢| 
|the background events leading up te! 
the “merger” referendum. He ex-!| 
| plained that the merger would mean! 
the probable defeat of Walter Reuther | 
in the coming UAW convention, as 
‘well as capture of the UAW by the| 
CP—if the merger went through. A} 
‘tally of the voting, although not com-! 
pleted as we went to press, reveals | 
that the Reuther forces, despite the! 
major obstacles in their path, outlined | 
_in the article, have handed the Addes- | 
_Thomas-Leonard faction an over-| 
whelming defeat. Sixty percent of the: 
vote, already: tabulated, show 2.952) 
against the proposal and 1,043 for; 
the merger. The issues concerning the | 
merger were clear, despite efforts by | 
the pro-CP forces to pretend that! 
only a structural trade-union matter | 
with no political significance was) 
involved, and the party-line anti- 
Reutherites will have a difficult time 
in “explaining” away the results.| 
The New Leader extends congratula- | 
tions to victorious Walter Reuther. 
and hopes that this will be merely 
the initial victory in the larger fight 
against the party-liners in the UAW) 
and throughout the CIOY The results 
‘too, cannot fail to indicate to Phil! 
Murray what the sentiment of the/| 
rank-and-file is on the machinations | 
of the CPers, of which the “merger” | 


eerie ameeee 











issue was a prime example. 





New York. “History of Jews in Ameri- 
ca” is taught by Schappes, who zlso 
teaches Jewish Labor History.” Then, 
x course in Talmud, also “Marxism, the 
Jews and the National Question,” by 
Samuel Barron, an editor of Jewish Lite, 
CP sections have been ordered to use 
this school’s facilities. Among the spon- 
sors are Ben Gold and Albert E. Kahn, 
aus well as, unfortunately, such a saintly 
pacifist as Dr. Abraham Cronbach, of 
the Cincinnati seminary. They can 
always point to him. 


Another sponsor is the genial RB. Z 
Goldberg. He is a columnist on the 
Jewish Day who generally follows the 
“party line,” theugh the Day is Zionist, 
His influence is great, for he writes well. 
He enters Russia easily, meets oflicials, 
and returns to write paens of praise. 
President of the fellow-traveling “Jewish 
Committee of Artists, Writers and Scien- 
tists,” he accused the deposed Hungarian 
Cabinet, on June 6, of having plotted 
“anti-Soviet, pro-American (!)" moves. 
A fellow-sponsor of the school, Mare 
Chagall, was given a dinner at Del- 
monico’s on May 26, by Goldberg's 
‘Committee of Artists,” etc. Chagall’s 
speech was read by David Opotashu, 
cultural director of Camp Kinderland, 
x favorite Freiheit project. Dr. Wise 
was there, and attacked “warmongers,” 
that paper reports. 

Another sponsor of this schoo} is 
Joseph Brainin, who, as “Phineas Biron,” 
reaches a large Jewish audience through 
his syndicated national column. A fre- 
quent defender of the Soviet regime, he 
praises American Youth for Democracy, 
a Communist front. 
Kenneth Leslie’s The 
posed as a fraud, which under the claim 
of “fighting anti-Semitism” filches money 
from some Jews impressed by is 
“claims”; he finally left it, when its 
bubble burst. Ia wasn't the first time ne 


Formerly with 


Protestant. ex- 


was bested by opporents of dictatorship. 


(Continued on Page Fifteen) 
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MAN’S DIGNITY 
AND 


DESTINY 


By the Most Reverend Sernard J. Sheil, D.D. 


world and in the social revolution 

now sweeping the earth, there is and 
there shall remain but one issue: man, 
gnd the freedom and justice belonging 
to him. The ideal of America is a society 
of free men enjoying the fruits of jus- 
tice; men free to think, to speak, to wor- 
ship; men free to govern themselves 
without -arbitrary domination by self- 
appointed masters; men free to live their 
lives without fear or oppression or want; 
men free from any economic strangula- 
tion. This is an idea] which is the very 
life-blood of a genuine and organized 
democratic society. 

Freedom and justice are not luxuries 
which only the rich and privileged can 
atford. They are not merely an expen- 
sive addition to fine living. They are 
God-given rights, not something bestowed 
by a paternalistic government or a 
kindly superstate. They belong as of 
right to all men and to every man in- 
dividually. 

The key to the interpretation of Amer- 
ican history is the persistent struggle to 
keep alive this ideal of freedom and 
justice; to vindicate it and to expand it 
against every force, which would seek 
to destroy or restrict it. That struggle 
has never ended, and each generation of 
Americans must not only protect and 
consolidate the hard won gains of the 
post; it must also move forward by mak- 
ing freedom and justice vital realities in 
every sphere of life for ever-increasing 


' the tragic war which scourged our, 


vuitbers of people. 

fo us, the possessors of this heritage, 
has fallen the high duty of preserving 
and expanding this freedom and justice 
from the growing threat of totalitarian- 
ismm—the most powerful single danger to 
the entire concept of democracy. The 
ehoice is between democracy and totali- 
tarianism; between a social order based 
upon human freedom and one founded 
upon the idea of the state as the com- 
plete and unquestioned arbiter of human 

We Americans believe that our democ- 
racy is the polit‘cal system which now 
most closely corresponds to the needs 
and rights of men. It is based squarely 
foundation of the Fatherhood 
x’ God and the brotherhood of man. It 
lerives its strength from the Christian 
belief in the absolute and unique value of 
the human soul, which transcends all the 
power and glory of the world. In our 
democracy, man is the foundation and 
the end of the state; man is the the 
maker, not the tool of the state. 

There are suspicions of a fading con- 
eern for freedom and justice within this 
nation. Our concern for these things is 
fading because we are not quite sure 


upon the 














what they are. It is strange and sad 
that we who possess the only decent 
political form of life hesitate and grope 
when we should be firm and decisive. 
For many of us, our glorious tradition 
is in tattered remnants. In the land of 
Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln, in 
the land of noble avowals of devotion to 
freedom and justice, shameful compro- 
Mises abound, There are Americans who 
have consistently acted against the best 
interests of the country. We cannot, of 
course, doubt their integrity; but we are 
justitied in questioning their practical 


wisdom. 
‘s * m . 


A GLARING example of this unen- 
lizhtened action is the Taft-Hartley act. 
Without any doubt, this act is aimed at 
ham-stringing all unionism. The alleged 
interest in the freedom of the individual 
worker is an ironic play with words. The 
bill ‘ine with the American 
tradition because it unduly restricts free- 
dom and interferes with that justice 


is out of 
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which is every man’s due. It-is almost 
entirely punitive in nature, and as such, 
it will cause more ills than it is designed 
to cure. The s«tisfaction of spiteful re- 
venge is not calculation to produce bene- 
ficial results for the nation. 

It is the unions who delivered the 
workingmen from their bondage. It is 
the unions who have given justice to 
workingmen; for this alone, unions de- 
serve our nrost fervent support. Through 
the unions, the working people have 
tasted economic justice and have en- 
joyed the fruits of economic freedom. 
All the Taft-Hartley bills in the world 
will not make them surrender that free- 
dom and that justice. 

Only in the past years have labor 
unions come into their own as an ac- 
knowledged and responsible social force 
in the United States. Yet, they have, by 
and large, shown an anxiety for the wel- 
fare of the naticn that industry. itself 
might well imitate. In their over-all 
concern for justice the labor unions 
have pointed the way to their colleagues. 
The unions, unquestionably, have done 
more than any other economic group to 
bring justice to ordinary men; by and 
large, they have been more democratic 
within their own ranks than have their 
managerial counterparts. It would be 
most unfortunate for the United States, 
if any serious harm were done to the 
cause of unionism now; unfortunate for 





excellent expression when he said: “It is 
the first duty of every government to 
“eovernment interference.’ One of the 
make sure that the laws and institutions, 
the general character and administration 
of the Commonwealth, are such as to 
produce of themselves public well-be'ng 
and private prosperity. Above all, the 
public administration must duly and 
solicitously provide for the welfare and 
the comfort of the working people.” 

Recent rumblings against social ad- 
vances are unpleasantly reminiscent of 
the time when the sphere of business 
was an absolute; even God Himself, it 
seemed, could not enter. In the past 
several years I have detected, I fear, a 
earnival air among certain of the rich, 
as if the happy hunting days are about 
to return. There is rejoicing in the 
camp of the bourbons. The anarchistic, 
communistic unions are about to be 
broken. Once more the worker’s inalicn- 
able right to starve will stand as one of 
the foremost pillar of free enterprise; 
once more a total disregard for human 
dignity will be accepted as an avowed 
principle of commerce. Once more the 
almighty dollar will be elevated to the 
altar, to be worshipped as the one true 
God. Once more the devout followers of 
Mammon are in control of the sacred 
edifice of business, which can no longer 
be touched by morality or law. After all, 
business is business. 


* *” 


Avorn ER example of this state of 
mind is the tax law vetoed by the Presi- 
dent. With tender concern for those in 
the upper income brackets, our law- 
makers evolved a tax reduction which 
adds to the average man’s income the 
princely sum of $30, and to the rich 
man’s income anything from $1,000 up. 
I do not by any means advocate “soak- 
ing” the rich; but the President was 
certainly right when he said this plan 
gave too much tax relief too soon to the 
wrong people. 


Race riot aftermath in Columbia, Tennessee 


the very things for which America 
stands: liberty, justice, and equality. 
Opponents of social progress oppose 
businessmen complain about 
government interference is that for 
generations no government dared ques- 
tion the actions of business. Naturally, 
therefore, when legitimate and necessary 
government intervention began, there 
was weeping and gnashing the teeth. 


reasons 


There would never have been any gov- 
ernment interference if business had re- 
gulated itself; and if business had shown 
at least as much concern for working 
men as for profits. What they call inter- 
ference is a result of their own failure to 
concern themselves with the well-being 
of the people. Recent social legislation 
is the result of the full, unreserved rec- 
ognition that the government has the 
fundamental duty to secure citizens in 
the peaceful enjoyment of their natural 
rights. This includes the fundamental 
right of providing for themselves and 
their dependents a decent livelihood by 
honest and efficient labor. If private in- 
dustry is unable or unwilling to afford 
men the opportunity ‘of honorable em- 
ployment, government is bound by its 
very nature to employ all its resources 
to secure to all citizens this essential 
Leo XIII gave this truth 


right to work 


Yet another indication of our failure 
to live up to our ideals is the languid 
interest in the Stratton bill. This is the 
bill which wonld permit 400,000 dis- 
placed persons to enter the United States 
over a four-year period. Probably the 
strongest opposition to this bill comes 
from our own indifference to the pitiful 
plight of these people. They hunger not 
only for food and drink, but for justice 
and mercy. They do not wish to return 
to their native lands, for reasons that 
are perfectly obvious. They look to the 
United States as to an island of light in 
a sea of darkness. They are ready and 
eager to live again, if we will just give 
them a chance. The opposition comes 
also from the professional Americans, 
interested, they allege, in preserving us 
from alien influences, although the bill 
expressly provides that undesirable per- 
sons will be excluded. Our racially pure 
patriotic groups have quite forgotten 
that we are all the descendants of immi- 
grants. To them I should like to repeat 
these lines from our Statue of Liberty: 

“Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teem- 

ing shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest- 

tost to me. 





I lift imy lamp beside the golden 

door.” 

The greatness of America has come 
from just such groups. Our welcome tc 
these people would strengthen our posi- 
tion in the world as ihe leading exponent 
of liberty for all men. 


There is another example of our wane 
ing care for justice and freedom. This 
is the regrettable tendency to find Com- 
munist influence in almost every pro- 
posal for legitimate social and economic 
improvement. And those who favor such 
measures are arbitrarily accused of 
being Communists. We have been told 
that if we just let “free enterprise” 
alone would bring us 
straight into a modern garden of Eden. 
Those who dare to protest are imme- 
diately labelled Communists. If anyone 
points to the evils of modern industrial 
socieiy, the smear brigade goes into im- 


big business 


mediate action. 

Does a speaker have the temerity to 
state that anti-Semitism is un-Christian 
and un-American? Does he dare take 
the part of labor? Was he against 
scrapping the OPA? Does he mention 
that the wholesale price of food products 
has risen 40 percent since OPA was done 
to death? Does he remind the propa- 
gandists of free enterprise that they 
promised to bring priees down if controls 
were removed? Does he remind them 
that profits and prices have spiralled 
i2zi } e not kept pace? 


he is labelled a Communist. 


} 


dizzily while wages hay 
If ho does, 

The anguished wails of the opponents 
of improvement serve only the Commu- 
nist movement. They arouse a fear of 
progress which plays directly into the 
hands of the Communists who thereupon 
eve as the sole de- 
fenders of the common man. If the high 
tide of national prosperity recedes, many 
may turn to -Communism, in the mis- 
taken belief that the Communists are the 


champions of the underprivileged. 


appear in the public 


At the same time it would be the 
height of folly to think that there can be 
any compromise between Communism 
Communism is in- 
trinsically wrong, under any form, in 
any possible combination of circum- 
stances. We detest its fruits just as we 
detest the fruits of Fascism. I do not 
believe in hysterical ranting or in witch- 
hunting. But I do believe in intelligent 
appraisal of realities and of men, Time 
after time, Communists have proved 
themselves unworthy of the trust and 
respect of men of integrity. Time after 
time, worthy organizations have found 
themselves dominated by a few persistent 
and clever men. Time after time, these 
worthy organizations have lost the sup- 
port of decent people because of the ac- 
tions of their few Communist members. 
Today a growing number of true pro- 
gressives are realizing that Communist 
affiliation is the kiss of death. American 
Communists are the spiritual cousins 
and the servile lackeys of Soviet totali- 
tarianism. 


and democracy. 


* * . 


Taese and other problems in America 

be solved in freedom and justice if 

When the war ended, 

the unity that had joined us in wartime 

was revealed in its true light: a tem- 
) 


can 


we act in unity 





porary partnership designed to cease 


when the last shot was fired. While war 

i it is just as 

With- 

yut the complete and unselfish coopera- 
(Continued on Page Fifteen) 


is a hard, dirty business, 
lifficult to fashion a true peace. 





The 20th of July Putsch: 





Germanys Lost Revolufion 


By Melvin J. Lasky 


New Leader Correspondent in Germany 


ERLIN — Three years have gone 
B by, and the great anti-Hitler 

putsch-coup-attentat of July 20, 
3944, remains shrouded with gossip and 
fancy. The material which has been 
written on the events has by now de- 
veloped into a formidable archive. There 
are the books by Allan Dulles and Fabian 
V. Schlabrendorff, by Hans Bernd Gise 
vius (Schacht’s star witness at Nirn- 
berg) and Ulrich Hassell (German emis- 
sary to the Vatican); in Germany there 
ere innumerable brochures, pamphlets, 
I have put together a large file 
of documents, “beginning with the in- 
quiries of US military intelligence and 
elosing, currently, with the sentimental 
propaganda printed for the third anni- 
versary celebrations. But I doubt whether 
in all of this fact can be properly dis- 
tinguished from fancy. A trained his- 
torical mind is still at a loss among the 
July 20th documents; an accurate and 
realistic appraisal of the social and po- 
litical significance of the Plot has yet to 
be written. Nevertheless, efforts to re- 
store a partial, fragmentary picture of 
the Nazi and anti-Nazi past simply have 
And for a number of im- 
portant reasons: It is vital for the con- 


essays. 


to be made. 


sideration of the “German question,” es- 
pecially as the political and emotional 


factors bear upon matters like ‘‘colec- 
tive guilt” and “pro-German § senti- 


ments”; it is indispensable for an under- 
standing of the inner life of modern to- 
(and not at all 
of Soviet his- 


falitarian dictatorship 
jrrelevant for students 
tory); it poses very sharply the moral 
problems which have agitated 
idealists 


political 
throughout the lust twenty 


years. 
# * . 
W nen the anti-Nazi opposition, such 


as it 
July 


was, made its bid for power on 
20, the 


little of the German underground. Hitler, 


outside world knew 
wounded and badly shaken, spoke of the 
plot of a small military clique; Goebbels 
veferred to a handful of isolated treach 


erous officers. This impression of the 
revolt persisted, although the actual 


ivials which followed revealed the wide- 
spread ramifications of the conspiracy 
in the political and civilian German com- 
munity. When names like Goerdeler (in- 


fluential ex-Mayor of Leipzig) and 


Leuschner (last chairman of the trade 
unions) appeared, it became clearer that 
party and political forces were involved 
in the attempt on Hitler’s life, involving 
a rather widespread network of anti- 
Hitler forces in Germany. 
was weakly knit together. The military 
elements prepared and executed the 
putsch. But few anti-Nazi Germans were 
under any illusions that by means of a 
military revolt Hitler really could be 
beaten. As socialists like Emil Henk and 
Annedore Leber have since pointed out, 
it was understood that without a political 
opposition and without the support of 
the masses even a successful assassina- 
tion would turn out to be a futility! 

Oppositionist celis in the old trade 
union movement and Sccial Democracy 
were linked in with the dissident Army 
elements. There were also various small 
church groups, and certain wings of 
the aristocracy (including Hohenzollern 
Louis Ferdinand). The Communists stood 
apart from the conspiratorial groups 
working towards the July 20 putsch. 
(This was, possibly, the only Resistance 
Movement in Europe which they could 
not dominate.) The civilian bloc was the 
driving power behind the opposition. 
The letters which I have seen between 
Goerdeler and the General Staff 
touching examples of the rock-ribbed 
inertia of the military mind. 

The actual construction of the illegal 
underground is a shadowy subject. The 
Gestapo, apparently, had practically de 


The network 


were 


6 


stroyed the old cadres in the pre-1939 
period. Leuschner, after a concentration 
camp sentence, served as a traveling 
businessman, and was able to establish 
a few contacts. In the Ruhr and in Ham- 
burg other elements were able to gather. 
But the forces were very weak, and the 
illegal apparatus was small. The anti- 
Nazis consoled themselves with the pro- 
position that illegality is by nature the 
work of an elite and never the function 
of the masses. 

There were working-class groups, so- 
cialist groups (especially important was 
Carlo Mierendorff), and the solid bour- 
geois groups whom Goerdeler had re- 
cruited from industrialist circles. The 
latter were without a unified program 
or even a central idea. They were held 
together by their opposition to the Nazi 
regime and by their unwillingness to con- 
tinue on the road to destruction. They 
turned against Hitler on the very prac- 
tical grounds of self-preservation. (Few 
in our world turned against Hitler out 
of pure moral and political objection): 
To this circle belonged the active groups 
around Admiral Canaris and General 
V. Oster and thir fantastic network of 


heed a revolutionary call? There was 
fear and doubt everywhere—who would 
be the “Kerenskys” of the 
revolution? 


German 
ae 7 ~ 


Tu E preparations grew more serious 
when the military tide began to turn. 
General Beck once put the question to 
Leuschner: “Which of the leading Nazis 
have to be eliminated under all circum- 
stances ...?” As far as the Generals 
were concerned the anti-Nazi revolution 
was essentially a palace coup. Various 
vague plans and agreements were made 
from time to time. This was “the Revo- 
lution from above.” It was soon ap- 
parent that no such possibility existed. 
There could only be “the Revolution from 
below”—a military revolt and a setting 
of the masses into motion. In narrating 
this I am following the reminiscences of 
Emil Henk who was one of the leading 
conspirators. 

The responsibility for striking the first 
gigantic blow against Hitlerism was thus 
shifted. In 1942 the Generals were un- 
willing to act. The political groups, 
equally anxious and afraid, saw only a 





Wehrmacht, Abwehr and Foreign-Office 
agents. These men held no perspective 
for any kind of mass action. Nor did they 
ever sound a genuine 
Fascism. As 
this wing made absurd 
Schacht belongec 


ideological note 


against time went on 
new conquests. 
after 1938. SS leaders 
gave inconspicuous nods of approval. As 
Count Helldorf cynically remarked — 
he had organized .the first anti-Jewish 
riots on Berlin’s Kurfiirstendam — “Ab- 
springen muessen wir alle einmal!” And 
one by one they did begin to hop off the 
bandwagon. 

In 1939 the military dissidents had 
planned a Berlin putsch. But on No- 
vember 8 a bomb exploded in Munich; 
Hitler escaped, and the Berlin attempt 
was lost. Brauchitsch and Guderian 
never attempted to move against Hitler 
thereafter. A strange situation — two 
conspiracies, both planned and organized 
in ignorance of the other. It was this 
way to the very end. In April of 1945 
there were little anti-Hitler putsches in 
Augsburg and Munich, and even in this 
period there was no coordination. Mili- 
tary men are incompetent conspirators. 
They understand war, but not 
lution- 

There was no alternative for anybody. 
The militarist class is a_ reactionary 
class, and there was no little shrinking 
from the prospect of a social revolution 
which their opposition might stimulate. 
But what else could be done? Hitler 
proved to be their moral undoing. In a 
sense they betrayed their class in the 
hopes of saving a part of their old world. 
For the socialists, too, there was only 
one road, albeit uncertain and hazarous. 
Was there a political will still alive 
among the German people? Would they 


revo- 


4 See Re ood he oR 
Hitler is shown here in 1940 decorating General Erwin von Witzleben— 
later the general was found guilty of complicity in an attempt on Hitler's 
life; sentence: hanging. 


bloodbath ahead, a slaughter of people 
who had neither the arms nor the organ- 
ization to resist the might of the Nazi 
power. As Leuschner and Mierendorff 
argued, “Wir werden die Massen nicht 
auf die Strasse -bringen!” (We will not 
bring the masses into the 
Their tone may have sounded 
a little ridiculous, but no more so than 
the tones of Danton and Robespierre in 
1789, or Lenin and Trotsky in 1916. 
Meanwhile, political connections  ex- 
panded. Men like Haubach, Leber, Jakob 
Kaiser, begin to figure in the under- 
ground. The so-called Kreisauer Kreis 
of Count von Moltke became active as 
the vague planning committee, and its 
orientation was liberal-conservative, with 
important concessions to the socialists. 
International contact was made — with 
the Vatican, with the Allies (via Lon- 
don), with Moscow (via Madame Kol- 
lontay in Sweden). 

The plot on Hitler’s life grew more 
difficult to execute. The generals were 
ever reluctant (they could commit di- 
visions and armies to certain death on 
the’ front, but~ assassination was too 
bloody a deed!). The Fuehrer became 
more inaccessible. Tactics shifted again 

from the murder of Hitler to mass- 
revolt as the spark for the overthrow of 
the regime. This, clearly, was utopian. 
A revolt—where? In which province? 
There was grumbling everywhere, but a 
revolt would be a small hopeless upris- 
ing of a tiny political elite. There simply 
was no revolutionary situation in Ger- 
many. The German people suffered the 
terror and the dictatorship, and re- 
mained inactive in the face of the terrific 
destruction of the nation and their 
homes. No revolution was possible—not 


be able to 
streets.) 





Germans wait to register in Erke- 
lenz after the U.S. Ninth Army 
swept in during the wartime 
American offensive 


from above—not from below—under to- 
talitarianism. 

Only the prospect of some kind of 
Putsch remained. At least Hitler would 
be removed. Then came more arguments, 
To strike now, or to wait for the two- 
front squeeze on the Nazis? But to wait 
was dangerous for an illegal opposition. 
The Gestapo might well wipe out the 
whole underground before “the right 
moment” ever arrived. 1943 was a year 
of waiting. Most of the leaders spent 
their time drawing up lists of possible 
future cabinets! In this period the few 
socialist groups felt their way to some 
notion of the large strategy and tactics 
of the “Coming Revolution.” Their com- 
promises and conciliation in the national 
anti-Hitler bloc was based on their hope 
for a zweite Gang. After the first wave 
would come a second, and Goerdeler and 
the militarists would be swept aside.... 
At the same time, as the Nazi apparatus 
began to weaken and key men were be- 
ginning to slip into dissension, fantastic 
new perspectives opened up. Count Hell- 
dorf, Berlin police chief, became a con- 
spirator. SS generals sympathized. Ef- 
forts were made to win the Gestapo over 
to the opposition (Gisevius was an old 
and respected agent). Himmler himself 
made overtures to Leuschner. This was 
adventurism or genius: 
Leuschner felt an understanding with 
Himmler would secure the underground 
apparatus. It could also prepare it for 
complete destruction. What actually hap- 
pened I have never been able to find out 
—and it remains one ,of the great fan- 
tasies of the Nazi epoch. Goerdeler’s ac- 
tivities were well-known, yet he was 
never arrested. The Gestapo knew much 
more of the opposition than the prison- 
cells indicated. Everybody was watching 
everybody else. Himmler was conspicu- 
ously absent from many of Hitler’s gath- 
The plot thickened. 

* * * 


either reckless 


erings. 


Arter D-Day on June 6 the time had 
come. Organizers were ready to seek out 
their followers—to spread the alarm, to 
agitate the masses. If the people could 
not be brought into action then the revo- 
lution was foxlorn. Shortly before the 
blow the avant-garde of July 20 made 
contact with the Communists; this 
proved to be almost fatal, for the Com- 
munists were filled with all kinds of cor- 
rupt agents, and shortly thereafter the 
Underground lost many leaders to the 
Gestapo, including Reichwein who had 
working closely with Count von 
von Stauffenerg. 

With the 20th of July the blow was 
struck. It failed. The bomb went off, 
were killed, Hitler survived. The 
repression began. The Gestapo and the 
SS made a clean sweep of the conspira- 

Written lists were found. Many 
(Continued on Page Fourteen) 
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NE of the most urgent problems 

on the immediate agenda of the 

Security Council is the political 
problem of the Balkans. In all dis- 
cussions held so far at Lake Success, 
it has been clearly’ demonstrated that 
the Communist forces in the Balkan 
countries are anxious to consolidate 
Greece into the Communist orbit and are 
pursuing plans to complete the Nationa! 
Communist federation in their area. 

For an understanding of the issues 
behind the persent complex superstruc- 
tures, and argument buttresses, we must 
return to earlier events and discuss the 
issues, for the moment, in the context 
of the meetings held at Teheran and 
Yalta. Here the Balkan problem un- 
fortunately was not dealt with as 4 
unit, but in terms of spheres of influence. 
When the Western allies agreed to giv? 
the whole of the Balkans to the Soviet 
Union, with the exception of Greece, 
they make division and struggle in, and 
over, that area inevitable. In time, the 
battleground was fated to become that 
of all Europe. 

The Western Allies hoped when they 
made the agreement that the so-called 
“joint policy” or “fifty-fifty”’ policy 
would work in the Balkans, Yugoslavia 
was to be the proving-ground of this 
new policy, where West and East would 
meet and show that it was possible for 
the Communists to work out a new typ3 
of social democracy, to prove that Com- 
munists could work with the democratic 
forces of each country. This policy, al- 
though accepted and signed and counter- 
signed both by Russia and Yugoslavia, 
was immediately violated by Moscow ana 
the Communists wherever they were in 
power; the real democrats and middle- 
of-the-road politicians were eliminated. 
When Winston Churchill on Christmas, 
1944, went to Athens, it was clear that 


the only thing he could do was to stop 


a Communist ctatorship in Greece ant 


expose exhausted Greece to the terrid 


struggle against all the Balkan Commu- 








nists. The battle in the Balkans was 
lost when the Allied General Staé 
refused to Jand in Yugoslavia and 
Red Army alone invaded the Balkans 
with the purpose of spreading Soviet 
jde vO 

The people of Yugoslavia—Serbs 
{ vats and S ] venes, from towns 2 
villages, peasants and _ bourgeoisic— 
r mished by being left at 
n o) ne al Con sts and 
Soviet Ur am peoples in the Balka 
knew perfectly well that they could hops 
for-freedom only if Allied soldiers o 
pied their countries. We who suppo 
Tito during the war because we be 
he had the support of the masses, )>- 
i i (an s did Mi hailovich, >, 
vho nt his own Chetniks to 
frontiers of Serbia to meet the R 
sians), that the Russians would help 
peasants to 1a democrac y. We hope 
that Stalin would not repeat the mis- 
takes of al] other Balkan conquerors ani 
impose his own exclusive power throug 
his puppets through his janissar ites 
as the Turks did. The outcom2 was not 
what we expected. The Russians be- 
haved like the old conquerors. The 


Balkans became their own chasse guardée, 
freedom was denied to the people and 4 
new kind of Soviet state was imposed 
upon each country of the Balkans, as 
springboard for further Communist con- 
quests in Europe. 


*” * ad 


Tue failure of this “joint policy” 
destroyed Balkan unity. What is worse 
it destroyed the possibility of under- 
standing between East and West. From 
the beginning the Communists in Yugo- 
slavia focused their propaganda upon 
what they called the Western reaction- 
aries describing Britain and America a3 
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The Problem of National Communism 


By Bogdan Raditsa 


Former chief of the Foreign Press Division of the Tito Government; since breaking with that regime, the author has written widely on the Yugoslavian tragedy. 


the centers of imperialism. All countries 
in the East under Communist rule were 
shut off from the West and indoctrinated. 
The Anglo-American diplomatic and eco- 
nomic missions have been systematically 
isolated from the people while the mem- 
bers of the Russian embassies have been 
free to go wherever they wanted, por- 
traying Russia as the champion of “true 
and progressive democracy.” 

From a broad point of view the “joint 
policy” was the only possibility of or- 
ganizing the Balkans as a bridge be- 
tween West and East. The “joint policy” 
corresponded to the vital interests of 
each nation in the Balkans. Yugoslavia 
is the key to unity and peace in the 
Balkans. The political, physical, eco- 
nomic and spiritual structure of Yugo- 
slavia demands collaboration between 
East and West. Yugoslavia is a peasant 


country wh can live only if she can 


»xport her products to the West and get 
industrial help exchange. Yugoslavia 
innot expo to Russia because thei 
cono e similar and do not comple- 
iment ea othe Decades of sufferings 
ind starvation w be the fate of Yugo 
slavia ¢ Soviet Union will be 
able to fill Yu avia’s industrial needs 

Even the Co unists are beginning 
The economie and political 
autarchy wv the Communist want 
impose I ? Y £ lavia, as described 
Tito’s five-vear-plan for the industria 
sation of the uniry, cannot succee 
rout material help from the Wes 
In his last speech Tito admits this, bu 
he already puts all the responsibility for 
future failure on the attitude of Western 
ractio e particularly American 
At the same time he asks America fot 
very kind of help. If the Anglo-Amer- 
icans help Tito he will announce to ’ 
people that the Anglo-American nations 


are weak and are helping because they 
respect Tito’s power. If they refuse, Tito 
will explain to the people that thea 
Western reactionaries are cynical and 
selfish and cruel. 

» * 


From the beginning the Communists 
in the Balkans have not built the founda- 
tion of unity among the peoples. They 
lave destroyed all the old economic and 
political systems to transform them into 
a Bolshevik system and they have simul- 
taneously exacerbated nationalism. And 
ultra-nationalism is and has been the 
plague of the Balkans. The whole nine- 
teenth century history of the Balkans 
is a long’ political tragedy due to fanati- 
cal nationalism. In 1925 Stalin declared 
that the national question of the Balkans 


THE PROBLEM AND THE HOPE. 





IN EUROPE 


is a revolutionary question with which 
only the Balkan Communists could deal. 
The Yugoslav Communists have over and 
over again emphasized the necessity of 
solving the national question. They urged 
national independence for Croats, Mace- 
donians, Montenegrins, against the na- 
tionalistic formula of the old political 
parties advocating a Great Serbia, a 
Great Bulgaria, a Great Greece, etc. To 
solve this problem the Communists advo- 
cated the formation cf people’s republics, 
sovereign and independent, which ac- 
cording to the Constitution of Yuro- 
slavia can even secede. What is the out- 
come of this formula? In Yugoslavia 
the vital question of the relations be- 
tween Serbs and Croats is far from 
solved, There is a deep Serbo-Croatian 
tension growing which might explode in 
a bloody civil war. The Communist 


leaders themselves recognize the danger. 


Tito in every speech urges “brotherhood 
and unity.” A Croat persecuted today 
by a Serbian Communist does not see 
any difference—he is still persec ited by 
a Serbian even if he wears a Red Star. 
The same goes for the Serbians. 

I'he Communists have made national- 

n one of the greatest weapons of their 
yol lhe wanted to show the old 
ruling class they have more national 
yride and ambition than the bourgeoisie 
had. They have built huge armies to 


show that they are stronger militarily 


than their predecessors. Nationalism has 


become more aggressive. But they have 
not solved problems of nationalism 
and ssocialism. The Balkan’s peasant 
mmasses are peaceful and anti-militarist 
and they have learned the evils of na- 
tionalism and militarism. They do not 


want to be cannon-fodder for Soviet im- 


te * * 


Tie Communists in the Balkans are 


National-Communists. Hence they can- 
not achieve unity but must inevitably 
clash. The Balkan world will be divided 
until the final future of Europe and the 
world ean be settled one way or another 

The burning question is Macedonia. 
The Yugoslav Communists have formed 
a Macedonian’s People Republic which 
is still incomplete berause the Mace- 
donian counterparts in Bulgaria and 
Greece are not united. Bulgaria, al- 
though Communist-dominated, does not 
seem very eager to give up its part of 
Macedonia. But Communist attacks are 
not against the Bulgars; it is Greek 
Macedonia with its harbor, Salonika, that 
is coveted. To the peoples of Yugoslavia 
the Communists say that the fight fo 





Salonika and for Trieste is to realize ttre 
old South Slav dream. Actually the 
Soviet ambition is to swallow Greece ayd 
open the door of the Aegean Sea to the 
Soviet Union, and at the same time te 
paralyze Turkey. 

The Macedonian question could easily 
be solved if a democratic solution had 
been found for the Balkans. In a Balkafi 
federation of sovereign nations Salonika 
would be an open port serving all thé 
Balkan nations. The Greeks would be 
the first to accept that solution. In pre» 
war years Yugoslavia had in Salonika & 
free port of her own. The late Greek 
stateman Venizelos had been ready td 
do the same for the Bulgarians in Dedea» 
gatch. Today the Communists inflame 
the Macedonians, saying that Salonika 
is Slav and must be Slav. Naturally the 
Greeks react strongly. The masses in 
the Balkans believe that the Communists 
cannot solve this problem and that a new 
forraula must be found, that Russia must 
share power and _ responsibility with 
America. 

The Soviet plan for the Balkans wag 
made known even before the end of thé 
war through articles in the Balkan Com< 
munist press. It worked on two levels} 
one is the union of all Slavs, the second 
the union of the Balkan people. For 
instance in an article published by thé 
Yugoslav newspaper Politika on July 18, 
1945, its editor, VI. Ribnikar, explained 
how the situation has changed radically. 
The peoples of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and 
Albania, Ribnikar wrote, are no longet 
willing to be pawns in the hands of reac 
tionaries who have always been in th® 
service of a western power. While thé 
Anglo-American powers are imperiale 
istic and reactionary, the Soviet Union 
and) =the Slavie countries with which 
Yugoslavia is linked “through blood af« 
finity” are trying to form a community 
of interests. Otherwise, wrote Ribnikar, 
the Western powers will not permit thé 
peoples in the Balkans to have the samé 
form of government as Yugoslavia. In, 
»ther words the condition for peace in 
the Balkans is that all of it, Greece in« 
cluded, have a Communist-led People’s 
Front Government. 

Tito was even more explicit when, off 
July 7, 1945, he declared that “Yugo- 
slavia has today very close relations 
(not only with RusSia) but with other 
Slav brotherly nations, Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, Bulgaria and Albania. These 
relations are such that there is much 
hope for an unbreachable link to Slav- 
lom.” (Even Albania, which has nothing 
to do with Slavdom, was embraced in 
the picture.) } 

The peoples of the Balkans reject the 
concept of Slavdom. The Slav bloc for 


them is a Communist bloc. They are 


‘onvinced that the Communists are nob 
interested in Slav unity but in the victory 
of Communism in every country. Pro- 


Russian feeling is getting thinner every 
day in the Balkans; Russians were nevet 
so unpopular; misery and tyranny aré 
ascribed to Russia and to the fact that 
she has based her policy in the Balkans 
exclusively on the Communist minority 
without taking into consideration other 
political forces. So far Russia has giveh 
no help to these countries but only ex- 
ploited the people and taken away of 
she could. The idea of a Slavie union 
has lost much of its attractiveness be- 
cause the peoples have realized that they 
are only tools for Soviet action against 
the West. 


* * * 


Tue tragedy of the Balkans today is 
that the National Communist govern- 
ments are more and more trying to 
isolate Greece and to render impossible 
the existence of any government, even 
(Continued on page Fifteen) 
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HIS country can contribute to 

world peace, freedom, prosperity, 

and progress in three ways: By its 
own example, showing to all peoples 
that they can have more opportunity 
and security under a regime of freedom 
than in a totalitarian straitjacket; by 
its economic resources, helping and 
strengthening the peace-loving nations 
in their time of distress; by its readiness 
to convert these resources into the most 
effective weapons if peace and freedom 
are endangered by the forces of aggres- 
sion and oppression. In all three in- 
stances, the cultural and political weight 
of the United States in world affairs 
depends on its economic power. And that 
is why this country’s economic develop- 
ment may prove to be of decisive sig- 
nificance for the fate of western civili- 
zation in the-critical period when the 
democratic nations of Europe, weakened 
by the war, fatigue, privations, disunity, 
and ideological confusion, are living in 
constant fear of aggression or the 
outbreak of a civil war prepared and 
initiated from outside. 

In these circumstances, a clear under- 
standing of the economic trends and 
outlook in the United States becomes 
increasingly necessary for a _ realistic 
approach to the problems of world 
policy. The purpose of this series of 
three ‘articles is to outline the main 
factors controlling our economic future 
and to show what the economic climate 
in this country is likely to be in the 
coming months and years. Since there 
is considerable controversy and confu- 
sion about the methods of economie fore- 
casting, and since this ancient art has 
heen seriously discredited recently by 
the false predictions of mass unemploy- 
iment, it appears advisabie to begin with 
brief general remarks on the possibility 
and methods of foreseeing coming eco- 
nomic events. 

‘ ‘ ‘ 
What Was Wrong With the 
Forecasts of a 
Postwar Depression? 


A STUPENDOUS propaganda cam- 
paign was launched during the war to 
persuade this country and the rest of 
the world that the United States was 
heading toward an economic collapse 
and mass unemployment, worse than 
that of the 1930’s, after the end of 
hostilities. The prophets of doom knew 
when the depression would start and 
how it would progress. Some of them 
knew also how to avoid the disaster. 
After having scared their readers to 
death, they gave them a gleam of hope: 
the doom could be avoided if the nation 
took their advice and followed their 
economic and fiscal program. 

After this program was rejected by 
the Congress, the prophets reiterated 
their prophecy—or was it a curse?— 
and set the date of the awful execution 
three months, six months, nine months, 
acording to their individual tempera- 
ments. The critical dates arrived; by the 
early spring of 1946, the promised 
collapses were overdue, but nothing 
happened. 

Then, a new batch of prophecies was 
thrown at the public: the punishment 
had been postponed but it would come— 
and would be more terrible because of 
the delay. Mass unemployment was 
promised for summer, for the autumn 
of 1946, for the winter, for the spring 
of 1947, for the summer of 1947. Again 
the time came ... and again nothing 
happened. 

The prophets were surprised. Some of 
them found an easy consolation: they 
must have patience and take their time; 
sooner or later the depression would 
come. Others checked up and discovered 
that their predictions were based on 
a curious combination of arbitrary 
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assumptions, misjudgments, misleading 
formulas, and poor guesses. Unfor- 
tunately, this discovery came too late. 
The defeatist propaganda had left a 
deep impression on economic thinking 
in this country and abroad. I repeat 
here the appraisal of its impact on 


international affairs that I gave in an- . 


other article: “By portraying this nation 
as a colossus with feet of clay, the offi- 
cial prophets undermined the interna- 
tional prestige of the United States at 
a time when this nation was the only 
power able to consolidate peace in the 
world; by predicting an economic col- 
lapse in America, they inspired fear in 
those who otherwise would have accepted 
this country’s leadership and bolstered 
the hopes of those who regarded inter- 
national turmoil as favorable for their 


the false predictions circulated in the 
last two or three years is that the fore- 
casters started, in most cases, from the 
preconceived idea that after the end of 
a war, this country is bound to return 
to the prewar state. Since we had 
heavy unemployment before the war, 
we would have it again as soon as 
the war was over. Having established 
this fundamental assumption, “postwar 
economy = prewar economy,” the task 
of the economic forecasters was to pre- 
sent it in a “scientifie’ form with sup- 
porting graphs and figures. A mathe- 
matical extrapolation of the prewar ex- 
perience served perfectly this purpose. 
But since it started from a funda- 
mentally false assumption, it led neces- 


sarily to a wrong conclusion. 
* * * 





or 


This? 


plans.” [‘““What Was Wrong in Fore- 
casts of Postwar Depression?” by W. 
S. Woytinsky, The Journal of Political 
KHeonomy (Chicago), April, 1947.] 

Of course, the authors of false pre- 
dictions did not intend to mislead the 
public, to undermine the credit of the 
United States, or to encourage the totali- 
tarian nations in their policy of aggres- 
sion. And since they acted in good faith, 
there must be some explanation of their 
mistake. 

Without going into technical and theo- 
retical problems related to economic 
forecasting, the simplest explanation of 
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Strikes or Labor Peace in the Cards? 


CURRENT ECONOMIC TRENDS 


At the present time discussion on economic subjects, once an esoteric area 
reserved only for the “experts,” threatens to rival popular interest in such 
topics as baseball and the private lives of the Hollywood idols. The reasons 
mysterious. More than ever before the 
average American is coming to realize the enormous effect that policy decisions 
in the economic areas have on his daily life. In addition, the status and role 
of the United States in world politics is strongly influenced by economic develop- 
ments at home. In light of the great interest centering on these subjects, we 
are priting a three-article series on contemporary economic trends in America 
by W. S. Woytinsky. The author, an economist of international standing, is the 
author of numerous works on economic problems pub- 
lished in Russian, French, German, and English. The 
these are “Marx and Prices,” “Wages 
and Unemployment,” “The World in Figures,” “Labor 
in the United States,” “Three Aspects of Labor Dy- 
namics.” At present, he is the principal economist of 
of Employment Security of the Social 
Security Board. 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the 





Ps sooner: 








aston 


From What Should a Forecast of 
Postwar Economic Trends Start? 


To understand the probable postwar 
economic trends, we must bear in mind 
what we are talking about: trends in a 
country after a war. 

This war was not the first clash of 
arms in the history of mankind. To 
learn what is likely to develop on the 
economic scene after the war, it is neces- 
sary to study the experience of the past. 
The fundamental historical fact is that 
after a major war, there is no way 
back to the prewar status for either a 





His opinions, of course, are his own 
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defeated or a victorious nation. In eco- 
nomic history, major wars appear not 
as chronological milestones, but as sign- 
posts at crossroads and as turning 
points. Each major war has thrown its 
shadow over a considerable period of 
time. Some have molded the economie 
trends and events for decades, up to 
the time a new clash developed. 

The Napoleonic wars set the stage for 
economic development in Europe during 
the subsequent two or three decades and 
determined the divergent trends in 
Britain, France, and Central Europe. 
The Franco-Prussian war opened a new 
chapter in the economic history of 
Europe, and its impact was felt for at 
Jeast 30 years. The Civil War was the 
turning point of a distinctly new period 
in this country’s economic history. After 
the Russian-Japanese War, at the be- 
ginning of this century, both of the 
countries involved entered a character- 
istically new economic cycle. The First 
World War marked the beginning of a 
new economic era distinctly different 
from that of the prewar period, not only 
in Germany and Russia, but also in 
Britain, France, Italy, and this country, 
Visible traces were left in the economic 
history of the respective countries even 
by such conflicts as the British-South 
African War in the 1890’s or Russia’s 
Sebastopol Campaign in the 1850’s. The 
longer and harder the struggle, the 
deeper and more lasting was its eco- 
nomic impact. Such being the historical 
experience, how could this country, after 
bloodiest and most destructive war in 
history, be expected to return to the 
prewar status? 

Here we approach the crucial point of 
the discussion. A realistic forecast of 
economic trends in this country must 
start with a clear understanding of the 
fundamental historical fact that the 
United States has now entered an era— 


or perhaps a new cycle—of postwar 
economy, to some extent analogous to 
that which it had experienced after 
World War J. In other words, it must 
reconvert not to a state analogous to 
that which existed in 1939, twenty years 
after the beginning of the preceding 
postwar cycle, but rather to a state 
analogous to—although not identical 
with — that in 1919, immediately after 
the end of the preceding war. 

This being the starting point of a 
realistic appraisal of our economic 
trends and outlook, the economic forecast 
requires three steps of analysis: 

The first step is to study the ex- 
perience after past wars and to estab- 
lish the typical patterns of postwar 
economy. 

The second is to visualize those con- 
ditions that are characteristic of this 
particular postwar cycle and distinguish 
it from the situation after World War I. 

The third is to appraise recent de- 
velopments as the early phase of the 
postwar cycle and to try to visualize 
its subsequent phases. 


* * As 


Typical Pattern of the 
Postwar Economy 


Tue experience in this country after 
the First World War, corraborated by 
the history of foreign countries, sug- 
gests a general pattern of the postwar 
cycle. ‘ 
From the economic point of view, a 
war is usually a boom: easy money, a 
high level of employment, a_ sellers’ 
market; rising prices, wages, and profits; 
the accumulation of cash reserves and 
savings. If the war is partly financed 
by loans, the war economy implies a 
hidden inflation, with a continuous 
excess of purchasing power over the 
amount of goods available for private 
consumption. If prices are kept under 
control, the surplus purchasing power 
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is being frozen—temporarily—as savings 
of individuals and liquid reserves of 
business. ‘ 

These features of the war economy 
determine the heritage it leaves to the 
postwar economy: tremendous cash re- 
serves of corporations and savings of 
individuals, abundance of “hot” money, 
a backlog of demands for consumer and 
capital goods, sellers’ markets. These 
inflationary forces are bound to out- 
weigh the deflationary effect of the 
stoppage of war expenditures. 

This explains the well-known fact that 
war inflation usually reaches its peak a 
year or more after the end of the war. 
The mainspring of inflation is, in fact, 
not the deficit spending by the govern- 
ment during the war but the liquida- 
tion of cash reserves accumulated by 
ihe population and temporarily withheld 
from circulation during the war. This 
is an historic law: the end of war- 
spending is followed by an outburst of 
inflation, rather than a deflation. The 
trends in this phase of the postwar 
economy are well known. Under the 
pressure of the free purchasing power 
and pent-up demand, the production of 
civilian goods expands to the capacity 
of the industrial plant, absorbing the 
workers thrown out of jobs by the cessa- 
tion of munitions production and de- 
mobilization of the armed forces. The 
great problem at such a time is the 
shortage of labor, never the shortage of 
jobs. To plan for public works in this 
phase of liquidation of the war economy 
is as appropriate as to run around in 
a bathing suit in winter and put on a 
fur coat in summer. 

Other features of this phase—we shall 
eall it the primary postwar boom—are: 
ihe invasion of the business scene by 


labor; disorganization of markets; a 
rise in prices, profits and wage rates, 
and a decline in real earnings. The 
psychological climate is dominated by 
confusion and the feeling of uncertainty. 
The reader recognizes, of course, the 
picture of 1919. Or could it be that 
of 1946? 

The inflationary boom ends as do all 
booms—in a liquidation. The reaction 
comes from the consumérs’ corner. Re- 
seniment against excessive prices makes 
them postpone their purchases and re- 
duce their current expenditures. One in- 
dustry after another discovers that the 
golden days of the inflationary orgy are 
past. 

A panic develops in the business com- 
munity when it becomes known that the 
highly respected Such and Such Com- 
pany, that had started business five 
years ago with an investment of $100,000 
and was worth $10,000,000 three years 
later, had to liquidate its inventories 
with tremendous losses, so that its net 
assets have been reduced to $5,000,000. 
To avoid similar losses, one industry 
after another begins to lay off workers. 
Unemployment rises, prices begin to fall. 

Aware of the new trend in prices, 
consumers cut still further their outlays 
for durable goods while producers are 
revising their investment plans down- 
ward, 


* * * 


Tus second phase of the postwar 
economy may be described as liquidation 
of the postwar boom, or as the primary 
postwar setback. Sometimes it is accom- 
panied by a sharp deflationary contrac- 
tion of economic activities (as in 1921 
in this country); more often the liqui- 


zation of the Reichsmark, in 1923). But 
mild or steep, the slope is always down 
in this phase. 

Sooner or later the bottom is reached. 
There is still plenty of money in the 
country at that time. Raw materials are 
aviilable and are comparatively cheap. 
Consumers are no longer reluctant to 
buy, provided that the price and quality 
of the merchandise suit them. 

Thus, after a period of confusion, 
production begins to regain ground. 
Because of competition, it resumes with 
an improved organization of business 
enterpries, new technical equipment, and 
increased output per man-hour. Gradu- 
ally it becomes apparent that there is 
still a backlog of demand for all kinds 
of goods. During the boom and its liqui- 
dation, the savings have changed hands, 
but only a small part of them has been 
consumed. 

Thus, the third phase of the postwar 
economy begins—the secondary postwar 
expansion. The expansive forces char- 
acteristic of this phase may dominate 
the economic climate over two or three 
short business cycles, perhaps 10 years 
or more. 

As time goes on, the forces of the 
initial swing, originated by the war, 
diminish. New factors appear on the 
scene. In retrospect it is difficult to 
decide when their impact outweighted 
the influence of the last war, but the 
movement of prices suggests that the 
period of liquidation of the postwar ex- 
pansion—whether gradual or abrupt— 
should be included in the concept of the 
postwar cycle, 

The last phase of this cycle is the 
secondary postwar setback. 

Because of various interfering factors, 
there is no universal pattern of this 
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mass unemployment in 1931-32 was 
essentially accounted for by political 
factors, the depression of the 1930’s in 
the United States has never been 
matched in any other country and cane 
not be regarded as a standard or precee 
dent. There is, of course, a possibility 
iha’) some other nation in similar cone 
ditions will some time succeed in dupli¢ 
cating all the errors committed in this 
country in the fools’ paradise of the 
late 1920's. In that case, similar caused 
will produce similar results, and there 
will be a second example of a catas 
strophie liquidation of a postwar exe 
pansion. The probability of this develops 
ment is not very great, however. 

[Jn the next article in this series, 
W. S. Woylinsky will show that though 
there are general postwar patterns, hiss 
tory never exactly repeats itself—there 
ave always significant differences. He 
will answer the questions, What has 
happened since the war's end? Where 


unsound and _ poorly financed enter- dation proceeds more gradually (as in 
prises; the lagging productivity of Britain, or in Germany after the stabili- phase. Apart from Germany, where the are we now?] j 
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HE speech of Secretary Mar- 
shall before the Women’s 


great American tradition, the more so 


arshall Plan for Peace 


By Dorothy Thompson 


Distinguished Columnist and Political Analyst 


rion; preachers of “peace” when they 
mean violence; of “freedom” when 
they mean total power. They whine 
when the law finds them out in their 
crookedness and then rush to the 
friends of liberty to defend their 











It was a defense of the United 
States before ourselves and the world. 
Before ourselves because the charges 
and misrepresentations leveled against 
our foreign policy come also from 
men at home. They include men of 
the type ever ready to further their 
ambitions in times of trouble; agents 
of, or speculators for, other states, or 
for movements which have no roots in 
this country; birds that flock to car- 
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right further to undermine liberty. 
Secretary Marshall did not attack 
them. 


Calmly, without belligerence, he 
spoke for the record. 


. * * 


I> was high time that someone of 
such authority stated that the Amer- 
ican foreign policy now—as tradition- 
ally—is not imperialist, not even in- 
terventionist, but seeks to protect the 
liberties of people to develop their 
civilizations jn their own way, pro- 
vided they keep peace with their 
neighbors. 


Would a country seeking to turn 
one war into another have demobilized 
the most powerful force on earth? 
Would it have given $9,000,000,000 
worth of goods without a condition at- 
tached except that they should not be 
used to serve selfish political or eco- 
nomic interests? Have we sent agents 
to dominate the police establishments 
of other countries, formed “joint 
American-European 
rob foreign economies, or left behind 
us parties subservient to American 
interests? Let history answer. 


companies” to 


Wherever our garrisons have stood 


we have protected even the Commu- 
nist Parties, when they have not re- 
sorted to violence. 


Yet they persist in resorting to vio- 
lence, organized mobs of them armed 
with clubs and brass knuckles break- 
ing up, first, a peaceful assemblage 
in Budapest; then, a meeting ad- 
dressed by the Italian Premier in 
Venice. Everywhere they insult the 
USA, accusing us of the things they 
themselves do and we do not. 


Ilas any state been annexed to the 
USA as a result of this war? Are we 
to apologize that not more millions of 
our young men died? Should we have 
considered—as the Soviets did—that 
the life of a machine was more valu- 
able than that of arly man or group 
of men, or apologize because we had 
the machines and the Soviets did not? 


* * * 


T HE Marshall plan for Europe, 
which the Soviets are seeking to 
wreck, is a plan to live and help live. 
It anticipates no return to us except 
greater European prosperity, stabil- 
ity, inter-European harmony, and the 
benefits accruing therefrom to all, in- 
cluding—if the Soviet leaders were 
not so blinded by their own bigotry— 
the Soviets themselves. 


3ut the sly and conspiratorial see 
nothing anywhere but conspiracy. The 
minds of plotters center around plots. 
Those whose philosophy is founded in 
war as a predetermined pattern of 
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history think war. . And a valiant 
warrior, loyal ally, and passionate 
peacemaker speaks to ears that hear 


not. 


Yet, if he recovers for us confidence 
in our motives and calm contempt for 
our defamers, that is much. We have 
made many errors, some of them 
forced upon us. But they were not 
prompted by motives of which we are 
uccused by the perpetual clamor of a 
state-manipulated propaganda ma- 
chine whose records, even for credu- 
lous ears, are wearing very thin. 
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“Champagne corks from bottles of 
French vintage popped throughout 
the afternoon as guests joined in 
drinking to the continued inde- 
pendence of the kingdom... .” 


HUS the Washington Star of May 

11th described a party given at 

the “Rumanian” Legation to mark 
“the anniversary of the country’s inde- 
pendence day.” 

Most of the guests must have felt 
embarrassed and surprised at being in- 
vited to commemorate that thing of the 
past, Rumanian independence. But the 
supreme iroay was to see Mihai Ralea, 
the representative in the United States 
of the Quisling Groza Government, pre- 
siding at that patriotic celebration, while 
bearing a direct responsibility for Ru- 
mania’s surrender to Hitler on July 1, 
1940, and to Visinski on March 7, 1945. 


* * ae 


Meet Mihai. Ralea 


A S a member of the National Peasan: 
Party, Ralea had, at the beginning of 
his political career, proclaimed his demo- 
cratic faith in his speeches and writings. 
It was hoped that he would back to the 
end his chief, Iuliu Maniu, in the fight 
for the defense of democratic institu- 
tions.. The attraction of power, wealth 
and luxurious life proved, however, tov 
strong for Ralea and he abjectly be- 
trayed Maniu in March, 1938, joining. 
as Minister for Labor, the dictatorship 


Government just established by King 
Carol. 

Ralea was soon seen parading i: 
brilliant uniform and making the fascis 
salute to please his royal master. Hi 
first gesture in his new capacity was 
the overnight terdiction of labo 
unions. His second was an official jour- 
ney to Germany to seek advice from 
opposite nu er, Dr. Ley. He prompt! 
returned wearing the Grand Cross o 
the Germa Eaczle, which had been > 
stowed t I onally by Hitler, and 
haste 1 te » “Munea Vo 

suna ( | » the Né Ara 
du I") 

I M: , I came to Buchare 
as Ralea’ pecial euest—the first Na 
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who, as was an don July 1, 19409 
in an offi 1 cor inique, voted in favo 
»* the repudiation of the Anglo-Fre 
gua itee and of a “new orientatio ) 
the exter ] pol 

For Ralea and some of his kind 
Stalingrad came as a hard shock. He 
rushed an emissary to Maniu, askin 
for re-admisston in the National Peasa) 


Party. The reply was that there should 
be a probation period of at least fi 


former collaborators 
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| A Strange Guest At the White House | 


RALEA: Friend of Dr. Le 


By Turner Halbin 


of King Carol’s dictatorship should give 
proofs of repentance, while being barred 
from holing any public functions, 

Ralea then approached the Commu- 
nists and was told that, instead of join- 
ing them openly, he would be more useful 
if he could organize a satellite party 
of his own. He therefore founded the 
“Socialist Peasant” Party—of which he 
was one of the only members. Later he 
joined forces with another small satel- 
lite of the Communists: Groza’s “Plough- 
men’s Front.” 

Ralea—whose lack of courage is no- 
torious—did not help in any way to the 
overthrow of Antonesco and the ousting 
of the Germans which was enacted on 
August 23, 1944, by young King Mihai, 
with the help of Maniu and Bratianu, 
chiefs of the National Peasant and 
Liberal parties. 

After the coup d’etat, those respon- 
sible for Rumania joining the Axis were 
indicted for trial. To everybody’s sur- 
prise, neither Ralea nor Tatarescu were 
among them. This was due to the pro- 
tection of their new Communist friends. 





Six months later Visinski came to 
Sucharest, brutally asking for the dis- 
missal of Radescu’s coalition Govern- 
ment and the appointment of Groza. 
Ralea was included in that quisling 
formation, in which Communists gn the 
orders of the Soviet Government figured 
next to former Hitlerites at its mercy. 


Life Abroad 


Lire was not pleasant any more in 





Bucharest—not even for Cabinet mem- 

bers—and Ral soon longed after the 

leisu und the high pay of diplomats 

iby d. He f chose Paris, but the 

French Government refused to accept 
him as Rumanian Minister. 

One year later the State Department 

d to have less information—or less 

mory—tha the Quai d’Orsay and 

pte 4 Minister to Washing- 

\ ! Ley’s former friend is 

( at White House receptions. 


itn said, however, that, so far, 
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Ralea perading in trent of King Carol and making the fascist salute 





Ralea with King Carol and Dr. Ley at 
“Munca si Voie Buna (Strength Throw 


The “Rumanian” Minister went so 
far as to refrain for a long time from 
alluding to the famine for fear that it 
could be considered as a censure on the 
benefaction of the Soviet occupation and 
the Communist regime. He thus lost the 
chance to apply in time for American 
relief and bears a terrible responsibility 
in the death of thousands of. Rumanians. 

When trying recently, with the help of 
his friend Malaxa, to get a loan of 
$50,000,000, Ralea failed in circum- 
stances which will have to be elucidated 
as it will be specially inter- 
esting to know how much was to go 
personally as graft to Maurer, the Com- 
of Economy, 
and how much to the special funds of 


one day 


munist Under-Secretary 


the Communist Party. 
« ~ * 


Ralea's Work in the US 


R ALEA 


sidered jt as his principal duty to keep 


as, from the first day, con- 


a close contact with Rumanian-Amer- 
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Peron is democratic because he has 
at last deported some Nazi agents. 


He may be excluding the foreign 


According to a spokesman for the to be knocked out the first 10 sec- 
Ur iS Russia’s atomic plan onds of the 
can o ‘ yurage war. In _ short, + * 
the Kremlin is keeping the world at Proponents <¢ t Taft-Hartley 
al engt! Labor Bill claim it is mild. Now labor 
ni , can consol tself that it is only 
De Ga launched his fourth  ventle p vindpipe which 
cabir eliminating all left-wing is strane oO 
representation. Perhaps he’ll be able 
to fly thi 1 the political air with { North Care a Negro escaped 
at ease } yw that he has shed ching by running away. It is a sad 
~ is left-wing. commentary that an American’s best 
" defense against lent death is the 
Rivalry between the various branches ability to do 100 yards in 10 seconds. 
of the armed forces is hampering the ‘ 
iathahaician esting guided missiles. The former president of Nicaragua 
America may be demobilized, but at id . ; 
; : ae a ree displaced s hand-picked successor 
i wap nats an: ee seat who served for about a month be- 
are clinging to wartime practices. cau of a mild ay of independ- 
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icans and tq get from them as many 
partisans of the new regime as possible. 
The Communist members of his staff 
are specially active in this respect and 
have made frequent visits to Rumanian- 
American centers in Ohio and Michigan, 
distributing books of propaganda and 
films featuring happy life in “liberated” 
Rumania. 

It is sad to relate that they are 
greatly helped by the fact that a few 
fellow-travelers have succeeded in gain- 
ing the key positions in the most im- 
portant union of Rumanian-Americans. 
The newspaper published in the Ru- 
manian language by this union has now 
beeome a mouthpiece of Groza’s repre- 
sentatives in the United States. 

When the Hungarian crisis broke out, 
some people said that Rumania would be 
But those who see 
reminded of the fact 
ly suffered two years 
ago the fate w h befell Hungary only 
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The Administration is coming to 


brand of fascism to protect the home- 
grown variety from competition. 
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The Advisory Commission on Uni- 
versal Military Training recommends 
compulsory training, despite its high 
cost, as the best defense against ex- 
termination. It is better to stagger 
under the cost for 15 full rounds than 





tiation of peace treaties with Japan 


in providing food for the hungry. We 
suggest “Peace Meal” as the name 
for the operation. 
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Herbert Hoover urged quick nego- 


and Germany, if Russia persists in 
obstructionist tactics. Half a peace 
evidently is better than none. 





Morris B. Chapman. 
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Reviewed by LESLIE A. FIEDLER 
ELIZABETHAN AND METAPHYSICAL IMAGERY. By Rosemund Tuve. Chicago: 


University of Chicago Press. $6.00. 


relationships of Elizabethan, Metaphysical and modern poetry,” now as the adula- 


I HAD hoped to like this book. Certainly we need a work dealing with “the complex 


tion of Donne simmers down, Eliot turns from the Metaphysicals to Milton, and the 
young “neo-Romantics” cast about for new ancestors. Just as certainly, it is a scholar 
who must define the extraordinary influence of Seventeenth Century verse on our 
poetry and critical theory at the instant that it becomes history; it requires the 
scholar’s patience and acute sense of responsibility to fact to examine, and the scholar’s 
whole culture (rather than the chic, spotty sense of the past of the mere reader of 


Reviews) to assess, the value of the 
intuitions and generalizing leaps by 
which the poetry of Donne or Marvell 
has been appropriated to the uses of 
Eliot or the Southern Agrarians. 

Miss Tuve is certainly a scholar; her 
book demonstrates the scrupulosity and 
careful reading of that discipline. But 
jit is a confused book and, unforgivably, 
a dull one. The dullness is partly the 
fault of its virtues, but, like the con- 
fusion, essentially springs from the di- 
verse purposes of the study: to demon- 
strate that there is no fundamental] 
difference between the imagery of 
Spenser and Donne; and show that 
Seventeenth Century developments in 
logic differentiate the images of those 
poets; to redeem the reputation of the 
Spenserians; to reinstate a “re-defined” 
didactic theory of verse, and (crying al) 
the while, “Some of my best friends are 
Moderns!”’) to demolish recent poetic 
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theory and assert how “timid and earth- 
bound” is our contemporary imagery 
beside the Faerie Queen! 

It should be apparent that the first 
two ends at least are contradictory, and 
the efforts of Miss Tuve to have it all 
ways at once (“I do not care to press 
the points I have made.” “In fact, this 
chapter will not prove anything”) can 
only be described as academically knock- 
ing herself out. 

But her contentions are wrong as well 
as muddled. Her denial of an essential 
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difference between the figurative lan- 
guage of Donne and Spenser gives the 
lie not only to Twentieth Century per- 
ceptions, but almost all critical comment 
since Dr. Johnson first attempted a 
definition of the dissonant or Meta- 
physical Image in his essay on Cowley. 
True enough, no subsequent definition 
of the difference has satisfied everyone, 
but there is no need to abdicate and ery 
with Miss Tuve that there is no differ- 
ence. To demonstrate that Elizabethans 
and Metaphysicals shared a _ formal 
rhetoric does not prove a common practice 
in the metaphor. 

Even if one disclaims the notorious 
cleavage between Renaissance Criticism, 
aristocratic, pedantic and abstract, and 
the poetry of the time—that critical 
theory is too broad and imprecise to ex- 
plain anything less gross than every- 
thing. The critical assumpticns shared 
by Donne and Spenser, are those of 
Dante and Dryden, too, and to deny 
various shifts in the intent and impact 
of imagery in those five hundred years 
would be ridiculous: these shifts were 
permitted by the looseness of such 
critical terms as “decorum” in whose 
name Donne could write and Dryden 
criticize his school into temporary 
oblivion, 

3ut Miss Tuve’s special error lies in 
setting up a competition between the 
scholar’s “truth” about the Metaphysic- 
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als and the “truth” of recent poets and 
critics. It is the scholar who determines 
in the first place what we all talk about; 
it was Grierson who gave us the text 
and primary understanding of Donne, 
but from there the contemporary poet 
and critic have been free to appropriate 
for their needs a version of the earlier 
poet not justifiable in history. 

The concepts of “metaphysical irony,’ 
the “radical image,” the “capacity tc 
experience thought as feeling,” ete., tha 
have been in some manner extractec 
from certain seventeenth century poets 
have not only largely determined the 
direction of much recent verse, but have 
forged for it a living tradition, and have 
redeemed the past from history to love. 
The metaphysical poets can no longer be 
separated from our understanding of 
them. To attempt such a separation; to 
call the Eliotic Donne a fiction, con- 
temporary theories mere mistakes is 
vain. To re-establish as far as possible 
the Renaissance poet’s understanding of 
himself is useful, but to take that view 
for the exclusive “truth” is to dissolve 
the poet out of living use into history, 
and that is the scandal of scholarship. 

Let the scholar understand what has 
moved us to choose of all possible pasts 
a particular one, let him with scruples 
and caution and footnotes mediate be- 
tween us and that past, its vision of it- 
self and ours. That job is still to be done. 





The Blessing As Pain 


Reviewed by EDITH HAMBERG TARCOV 
JACOB'S DREAM. By Richard Beer-Hofmann. Philadelphia: The Jewish Publica- 


tion Society of America. 188 pages. 


$2.50. 


ACOB’S DREAM, a short two-act play, has long been regarded as a significant 
J in German literature. Worked on for many years, it was finally published 
; in 1918. It received much attention and established the already known Beer- 
Hofmann (who had previously published poetry and novelettes and had won the 
Volks-Schillerpreis for his drama Der Graf von Charolais. Now, for the first time, 
Jacob’s Dream is available to English-reading audiences, and is, incidentally, the first 
work. by Beer-Hofmann to be translated into English. » 


Beer-Hofmann, born in Vienna in 
1866, belonged to the school of writing 
known as Young Vienna (Jung Wien) 
that flourished in the last decades of the 
old and the first of the new centuries. 
Along with Hermann Bahr, Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal and Arthur Schnitzler 
(also Stefan Zweig, though he soon 
drifted away), Beer-Hofmann was one 
of the leading figures in this group. 
Their writings were lyrical and delicate, 
touched with the late romanticism and 
the melancholy of the fin-de-siecle. In 
this group were some of the first mod- 
ern symbolists whose characteristic ef- 
fectiveness was often due to their special 
use of naturalism. Framed in a natural- 
istic detail their world contained in- 
congrously and at the same time casual- 
Jy elements of the fantastic, and often 
of the supernatural. The central theme 
of most Young Vienna writers was the 
“Decadence,” the tiredness of their 
period. The tensions and strained human 
relationships of a tired-out bourgeois 
society were being newly laid bare, at 
a time of important psychological dis- 
coveries. The theme of the isolated, the 
cultured and aware bourgeois facing 
death or nuances between life and 
death, recurs constantly in their works, 
and the Young Vienna writers brought 
the new psychological understanding 
with which their time equipped them 
to their themes. These themes were 
ireated by them in sensitive, subtle and 
poetic terms which gave their world a 
special charm and force. They (especial- 
ly Hofmannsthal) contributed writings 
of a unique, exquisite lyricism to Ger- 
man literature. The beautiful lyric and 
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Feingeist qualities characteristic of 
Beer-Hofmann are evidence of his be- 
Jonging to this highly cultured and 
original group—though he became re- 
moved from its general trend and its 
fascination with the problems of 
“Decadence.” 

He is the product of Viennese Jewry 
with all the richness and awareness that 
assimilation, the merging of both the 
Jewish and the full Western cultural 
elements, can bring to a sensitive man. 
In spite of a small output he achieved 
a unique position in German literature, 
as both a Viennese and a Viennese Jew. 
Beer-Hofmann, living at the time of the 
early Zionists, of Russian pogroms, and 
at the height of Western assimilation, 
was aware of the dilemmas of modern 
man and also of the special problems of 
the Jews. He was concerned with the 
meaning of pain and Survival in the 
fate of the Jews on another level, of all 
men, taking the Jew—in Jacob’s Dream, 
the hero Jacob—as an extreme example 
of human isolation and suffering and 
inexplicable survival. 

It was with well-founded deliberation 
that Beer-Hofmann chose biblical ma- 
terial for his dramas. Here the sym- 
bolic, the personal, the legendary and 
mythical coalesce. Though using biblic- 
#] material, he succeeded in creating 


original characters, as far as he was 
interested in characterization. Through- 
out the play, though important, the 
biblical story remains in the background, 
adding an exciting effect to his highly 
original lyric drama. 

As his main work he had planned a 
trilogy of dramas based on the David- 
story. Only the first play, Der Junge 
David, was completed (1933), and later 
the prologue to Koenig David, the see- 
ond in the trilogy. Jacob’s Dream was 
conceived as the prologue to the whole 
trilogy; yet it is a complete and inde- 
pendent work. The central theme of the 
drama is his father’s blessing that, 
aided by his mother, Jacob cunningly 
stole from his brother and which later— 
in spite of this immoral, involved act-— 
is bestowed on him in the dream by 
Cod himself. The meaning of this mys- 
terious blessing shifts more and more 
from the material to the spiritual as 
the drama unfolds, the dream being the 
height of its revelation. 

The meaning of the “Blessing” seems 
almost that of life itself. For Edom, the 
hunter, the forceful and wholesome ex- 
trovert, the blessing is that of wealth 
and power, while his brother Jacob re- 
jects this meaning and searches for it 
on other levels. Jacob is the introverted, 
sensitive and compassionate man, who 
understands suffering, and is almost at- 
tracted to it. When Jacob makes clear 
to his brother Edom that the blessing 
is not related to earthly riches, but 
rather to spiritual glory and its burden, 
Edom loses interest in it. This scene, 
in which the brothers struggle against 
each other, then reconcile themselves 
and part as brothers, each going his 
separate way—for the blessing’s sake— 
is highly effective drama. The differ- 
ence between the brothers is treated in 
a complex manner but without evalua- 
tion. The family relationships through- 
out the play are presented in modern 
terms, yet within the ancient setting 
that is simply and authentically estab- 
lished. The peculiar moral dilemma of 
Jacob, the chosen one, the creative in- 
trovert, is dramatically portrayed, more 


so than the meaning of the blessing it- 
self, which is brought out in dialogue— 
especially im the dream-scene—rather 
than in dramatic action. 

In the dream-scene Jacob struggles 
with the angels and with the voice of 
God for the true revelation of the bless- 
ing. Jacob struggles against a blessing 
of pure earthly wealth that means little 
tc him—but then the full impact of the 
blessing is revealed to him: The blessed 
will bear God’s guilt and pain and also 
thet of the world. He will live through 
many horrors and deaths, experiencing 
life in the extreme. He will survive, to 
endure, to experience and to express 
and proclaim the glory of God and of 
the world. 

This Beer-Hofmann conveys, is the 
blessing of the chosen; of Jacob thé 
creative man, sensitive and compassion- 
ate, and also that of Jacob the Jew. 
This is the meaning of all life led in 
and extreme condition—extreme expo- 
sure to pain and sensibility that led to 
joy and glory; a noble conception, though 
not too fully explored within the play. 
Beer-Hofmann has avoided expressing 
his conception as ar essay within the 
drama; the dialogue is well developed 
and in keeping with the dramatic form. 
Yet the detail is not sufficiently rendered 
in dramatic terms, and so Jatob’s Dreain 
seems truly a prologue to the planned 
trilogy which, because of Beer-Hof- 
mann’s own tragic fate was never com- 
pleted. 

Beer-Hofmann fled from Vienna and 
came to America in 1989. In spring, 
1945, he received an award of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Letters, though 
none of his works had been translated 
into English. Several months later he 
died at the age of seventy-nine. He him- 
self was a tragic figure, one of the last 
of his generation, the highly cultivated, 
the feingeistig, Viennese. Jacob’s Dream 
wa: a stirring work for the last post- 
war generation, as it might prove for 
ours now. Compared with many of its 
contemporaries (Zweig’s Jeremiah for 
instance), it is especially fresh, unshowy 
and sincere. 
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Gold and Sand 


PILGRIM OF THE ABSOLUTE. Selections .from the Writings of Leon Bloy. 
By Raissa Maritain, with an introduction by Jaeques Maritain. New York: 


Pantheon Books. 351 pages. $3.50. 


Reviewed by ROBERT W. FLINT 


freedom, has lost sight of is the complexity of spiritual existence. In our haste 
to rid ourselves of talse inwardness and hypocritical faith we have come close 
to denying the real article. This great contraction of attention to narrower areas 
of experience and shorter ranges of eviderce was probably once necessary, but a reac- 
tion has set in. It seems no longer reasonable to oppose “religion” to “science” as if 


O« of the things that our liberal culture, in its lunge for too many kinds of 


it were an inferior means of getting at 
the same truth. It is only in America, 
apparently, that such extraordinary 
parochialism of the spirit won anything 
like a complete victory, which is per- 
haps no more than a measure of our 
legitimate need of freedom from the 
dead letter. If still only gingerly, we are 
beginning to Iet in more light. We talk 
of the “necessity” of Dostoievsky as a 
stirrer-upper, as _ reflecting our new 
fears and uncertainties. The majority 
of critics are not quite ready to admit 
that his keyboard has more and truet 
notes on it than we are used to having 
struck in our fiction. 

Leon Bloy, like Dostoievsky, was a 
spiritual pioneer and absolutist. Despite 
their great differences, both have ap- 
proximately the same interest for secular 
readers today. Dostoievsky was unques- 
tionaubly the better artist, Bloy the bet- 
ter Christian. Both were heretics at 
bottom, fed up with the easy ortho- 
doxies and in favor of the difficult, al- 
most unrealizable orthodoxies that lead 
to sainthood. Both had deep impurities 
in their spiritual makeup which lent 
them the special eloquence of the writer 
who moves freely between the altar and 
the gutter. Again, cur liberalism has 
lost ‘a taste for the many possible mix- 
tures of genuine and spurious within a 
single faith. We think that to be gen- 
uine, a Christian faith must at the very 
least be pure. The “happy Christian,” 
the Sowley Father blithely dealing out 
medicines to the Chinese and reading 
Dickens in his spare time (the New 
Yorker did his Profile last year), is a 
convenient symbol. We recognize anid 
applaud the John Hersey style of Chris- 
tianity because it leaves our minds and 
our emancipations untouched. But just 
as the sand, in a mixture of gold and 
sand, does not affect the quality of the 
gold, so a certain amount of gross im- 
purity does not annul] true spiritual 
culture. és : ‘ 

Ix that marvelous chapter in The 
Possessed called “At Tihon’s,” 
Modern Library prints at the back of 
the bock for various absurd reasons, it 


which the 


is precisely the play of impurities that 
is the meat of the struggle between 
Tihon and Stavrogin. Dostoievsky is not 
trying to say that his “literary” monk 
Tihon is a fake, Only a corrupt fastidi- 
ousness is ready with the cry of “fake” 
at every inconsistency. 

I must make these points because Bloy 
might well be a character in a Dos- 
toievsky novel. He is an underground 
man, an artist, passionately in love 
with orthodoxy, yet the builder of a 
cosmogony that horrified the conven- 
tionally orthodox. Like Dostoievsky and 
his people, Bloy was so completely of 
the nineteenth century that one cannot 
think of him out of that context. His 
violent, absclyte revulsion from the 
bourgevisie is of a kind that seems 
almost to have spent itself in non- 
Communist societies. Being French, this 
class-consciousness was aggravated un- 
til, in his later years, he developed a 
positive appetite for making enemies of 
conventional liberals. 

Bloy’s life was not unlike that of two 
quite dissimilar victims of the European 
bourgeoisie, Kafka and Hitler. He left 
his family to live alone in Paris as a 
petty clerk, but dislike of the work 
threw him on his own resources. He 
tried religious journalism for a short 
time after his conversion to Catholicism, 
but soon abandoned it for a hand-to- 
mouth life that included outright bee- 
ging (of which he became increasing! 
proud). He turned out about a dozen 
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books that sold very little but made him 
a few valuable friends, among them the 
young Maritains. The best known of 
these bocks are Le Salut par les Juifs, 
from which M. Maritain quotes exten- 
sively in his famous article on the Jews 
in Ransoming the Time, “Le Pelerin de 
l’Absolu,” and “Le Mendiant Ingrat.” 
The book under review here is a col- 
lection of excerpts from these and other 
books and letters of Bloy’s (selected by 
Raissa Maritain and translated). After 
reading it, one is inclined to agree with 
Jacques Maritain when he writes in the 
Introduction that “Instead of being a 
whited sepulchre like the Pharisees of 
all times, he was a charred, blackened 
cathedral. The white part was inside.” 
This is certainly one’s first and last 
impression, of enormous intellectual 
courage and spiritual energy. Bloy lived 
on a scale that rather mocks psycho- 
analysis. The same energy that allowed 
him to watch by a sick-bed without food 
or sleep for forty-eight hours at a 
stretch or to sleep for months on park 
benches (physically, his life was per- 
haps the most heroic of the nineteenth 
century intellectual revolutionaries) 
overflows into his merciless _ self- 
appraisal. Eventually happily married 
with two devoted daughters, he offers 
no loophole for a medical judgment. 
His disaffection was objective and cos- 
mic and demands our unqualified re- 


spect. 


Yer, this is hardly to prepare the 
non-Catholic or non-Christian for the 
range of quality he will find in this book. 
One wishes that Mme, Maritain had 
made a smaller, more powerful selec- 
tion by restricting her choice to the 
fields where Bloy was at home. The 
reader will be struck by the familiar 
paradox of a writer who is sure-footed 
in the diflicult questions of faith stum- 
bling and even making a fool of him- 
self in dealing with simpler matters. 
Bloy on art, for example, is more arty 
than a pre-Raphaelite. (One can detect 
the inspiration for some of M. Maritain’s 
own rather lush rhetoric.) Sometimes 
Bloy forces hyperbole beyond any refer- 
ence in fact. He mimics Hugo, Verlaine, 
Baudelaire, and a host of others, al- 
though there are aphorisms and whole 
paragraphs that land with the power 
and finality of the best Pascal. In a 
better century, Bloy might possibly have 
outdone Pascal, but he had little to 
restrain him in artistic matters. His 
theory of Christian history as a struggle 
between Christ and the Holy Ghost is, 
to say the least, original and, to say the 
worst, a product of his love for theatrics. 
His patriotism is of the sort that makes 
Jean d’Are an endlessly fertile subject 
for playwrights. In little contingent 
affairs as well as ultimate affairs of 
spirit he was an absolutist, which is his 
accessibility for us and his great weak- 
ness. It made him excessive in style, 
excessive in cultivating enemies, and 
excessive in personal suffering. Admit- 
ted, then, that wé have a flawed vessel; 
we must also be prepared for the kind 
of truth that can be won at so great 
a personal cost. “An obedient son of 
the Church,” he wrote once, “I am none 
the less in communion of impatience 
with all the mutinous, all the disillu- 
sioned, all those who have cried and not 
been heard, all the damned of the 
world.” His impatience was for an 
Apocalypse which he felt must be near. 
He knew in abundance that despair 
which M. Maritain ealls “the only seri- 
ous product of modern culture.” 





A Complex Fable 


ALL SOUL’S NIGHT. By John Kelly. 
New York: Harcourt, Brace and Com- 
pavy. 283 pages. $3.00. 


Reviewed 
by JOHN FRANKLIN BARDIN 


Piruaps, the one seminal literary 
movement in England in the last decade 
has been the Apocalypse. Whether or 
not you include Dylan Thomas among 
these Neo-Romanties, it is certain that 
Henry Treece and his followers have had 
influence. Deriving out of symbolism, in 
perpetual revolt against naturalism, 
these writers have disavowed material- 
ism in favor of myth, love and death. 
Theirs is one literary reaction to the 
totalitarian aggrandizement of the arts 
—KEyvelyn Waugh, with his Tory satire 





and his papal propaganda, has another. 
What these two aesthetic directions have 
in common, if anything, is the fact that 
they are both reactions. In other ways 
they are often contradictory: Apo- 
calyptics tend to renounce Christianity 
for the mysticism of the individual while 
Waugh upholds the Church of Rome; 
the former are frequently politically 
pacifist while the latter sees nothing 
wrong in Empire so long as it protects 
the élite; and Romantics are rarely 
satirists. Consequently, one is rather 
surprised to find Mr. Kelly attempting 
a fusion of these two disparate points 


of view. 


His novel, A//l Souls’ Night, is certain- 
ly not successful, although—paradoxical- 
lv enough it is altogether engrossing. 
In it he is concerned with the attempt 
of three characters, Pearse, MacGregor 





and Ida, who have had an idyllic affaire 
é trois, to settle down and work out some 
practical human relationship which will 
retain the sexual and egoistic advantages 
of one in which two men share the same 
woman. Pearse dominates MacGregor, 
forces him to accept his idealistic values 
—which forswear identification with the 
mass and any commonsense attitude 
toward human problems in favor of a 
monomaniacal pursuit. of the God in 
Self—while depending upon him sexual- 
ly. It is MacGregor who is the male, 
Pearse the neuter intellect, Ida = the 
female. When Greg and Ida plan to 
marry, Pearse’s construction is threat- 
ened. Bvt the male finds the female un- 
satisfactory and the basie crisis of the 
narrative ensues. 


This is not an unpromising base for a 
satire, although it would be ruinous to 
a naturalistic novel. And the author has 
taken some care to introduce a cast of 
supporting characgers, including a 
Machiavellian politician with the arch 
name of March Hare, to act as foils. 
Occasionally, the wit comes off and when 
it does it has a fine cerebral quality that 
makes one want to look forward to Mr. 
Kelly’s next performance. More often, 
however, it bogs down in the static, drab, 
expository prose, the polysyllabic utter- 
ances, which are forced to serve in place 
of representation and dramatic develop- 
ment. It is primarily in the scenic 
aspects that this book fails—thematic- 
ally and structurally it is sound enoagh 
—even though you may find yourself at 
odds with some of the ideas presented. 
And it also fails because of the author’s 
penchant (my apologies to Fowler) for 
preferring the abstract word to the con- 
crete, the fantastic to the familiar. 
Again and again one is forced to re-read 
whole sections before their thought is 
clear, and when communication is estab- 
lished it is not always as recondite as it 
seemed but has only been buried under 
a rubbish heap of supererogation. 


Stil! it is pleasant to meet a writer 
with a sound conception of the novel, 
who is unafraid of letting his characters 
have ideas and who is willing to let them 
talk and who is in favor—no matter how 
extravagantly—of the individual. Even 


his faults are interesting. 
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“Undoubtedly the higgest 
hargain of an inflation year. 


—N. Y. TIMES BOOK REVIEW 
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By LOUIS M. HACKER 


“If really we are to know the heritage which has 
been passed down to us—to know it intimately and 
dearly...it is imperative that such books be read 
from cover to cover. Not only will such reading 
prove singularly rewarding for its entertainment 
value, but it will also prove gratifyingly revealing.” 
Philadel phia Inquirer 
1248 pages, 2 volumes, boxed, $7.50 
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“Crossfire’—A. Potent Powerful Film 


@CROSSFIRE; a Dore Seha 








Popular Managing Director and Distinguished 
Musical Conductor 


Robert Mitchum, Robert Ryan, 
Sam Levene and others. Running 
Time: 86 Minutes. Rating: 
Excellent. 


By Walter K, Lewis 


When the last motion picture 
light has gone up after the last 
showing of Dore Schary’s “Cross- 
fire,” movie-goers will still be talk- 
ing about it. It is a Brotherhood 
Week sermon without making you 
conscious that it is. It is an ap- 
peal for more than tolerance, but 
for understanding. It is a film 
which makes you conscious of the 
fact that many American G.I.’s 
died in a battie to wipe out bigotry 
from men’s hearts as well as from 
man’s governments. It is a film 
which tells you coldly that perhaps 
they died in vain. It is a film that 
speaks a passionate truth. No, this 
isn’t the press agent’s. blurb. 
“Crossfire’s” theme is so daring 
for the screen, that its purpose will 
soon leap from mouth-to mouth 
and a press agent will not be nec- 
essary. It is not a film without its 
faults, without its shortcomings. 


sentation. Starring Robert Young, | 


pre-® ; 


At Brooklyn Paramount At Palisades Park 





Henry Vines, who with his or- 
chestra take over the stage spot- 
light at Palisades Amusement Park, 
William Holden has one of the|N. J., opposite the 125th Stree€ 
leads in Paramount's Dear Kuth.” |Ferry, for a limited engagement 
this Saturday, July 19. Henry and 
his band will play for the free 








presided over by 





Its story is simple: An ex-G.L, 
played by Robert Ryan, murders 
an American-Jew, by coincidence, 
but without Ryan’s knowledge, a 
wounded ex-G.I., played by Sam 


Alexander Smallens (right), celebrated conductor and newly appointed Coen for ne ether einaen tae 
director of music of Radio City Music Hall, is greeted by G. S. Eyssell,|+)4+ the jatter was a Jew. For 
president and managing director of the world’s largest theatre. The/ tolerant, no race-hater he, Robert 
distinguished musician will take over leadership of the famed Music|] Young, who plays the detective, 


Hall Symphony Orchestra. the 


motive for Levene’s murder 
becomes clear after Ryan attempts 





STADIUM CONCERTS 


P peg es CRITERION THEATRE 
Sixth Wee Bran penPrerner? Produced by Mark Hellinger|: 


(All performances begin at 8:50 
p. m. No concerts 
Sunday, unless rain cancels the! 


previous evenings’ performances.) | 


Monday, July 21 (in case of rain 
this program will be postponed 
until the next clear night). Con- 
ductor: Hans Schwieger (Stadium 
debut). Soloist: Alec Templeton, 
pianist. Symphony No. 5 in E 
minor (“From the New World” 
Dvorak. Concertino Lirico: Tem- 
pleton. (First New York concert 
performance.) Alec Templeton, 
soloist. “Golden Age” Ballet Suite 
(Shostakovich). Marche Slave 
(Tchaikovsky. Impressions and 
Improvisations (Templeton). Alec 
Templeton, soloist. 

Tuesday, July 22 (in case of 
rain, this performance will be can- 
celled). Conductor: Hans Schwie- 
ger. Overture to “Colas Breu- 
gnon” (Kabalevsky). Scheherazade 
(Rimsky-Korsakow). Symphony 
No. 2 in D (Sibelius). 





“DEAR RUTH" CONTINUES © 
AT BROOKLYN PARAMOUNT 


A second week of Paramount 
Pictures’ production of “Dear 
Ruth” has been announced for the 
Brooklyn Paramount Theatre. Co- 
starred in this comedy are William 


Holden and Joan Caulfield with: 


Edward Arnold, Billy de Wolfe 
and Mona Freeman heading the 
supporting cast. “King of the 


Wild Horses” is the associate fea- 
ture on the program which also in- 
cludes an organ community sing 
3ill Floyd. 


BROOKLYN 


Ftotbush Gnd De Kelb 
WILLIAM HOLDEN 
JOAN CAULFIELD 
EDWARD ARNOLD 


“DEAR RUTH” 


A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


Co-Feature 
“KING OF THE 
WILD HORSES” 








THEATER PARTIES 


All trade 
ternal organizations are re 
quested when planning theater 
parties to do so through Ber. | 
nard Feinman. Manager of the 
NEW LEADER THEATRICAI 
|} DEPARTMENT. Phone = AL- 
| renquin 4-4622, New Leader 
Vheetrical Department. 7 East 


anions and fra 








15th Street. New York City. | 





Friday or, 





to shift the blame toe other Army 
| colleagues. 

In the most forceful photography 
since “The Informer” in a film 


and starring Burt Lancaster, the| i? which the acting is blended 
same combination that made “The|SPerbly with the plot and “Odd 
Killers,” Universal- International’s | |Man Out,” in a film whose dialog 


melodrama, “Brute Force” is now} | breathes more fresh air than 
showing at Loew’s Criterion Thea-| | Hollywood has given the American 


tre. “Brute Force” tells the story | poring goer -! ee pactebeare 
of men behind the stone curtain of | ™°°": Crossfire’ misfires but ance. 
the prison world. In what purports to be a sermon 
aay ' h |}on tolerance, Robert Young, the 
o-featured with Lancaster are; most enlightened detective ever to 
Hume Cronyn and Charles Bick-} walk across a Hollywood set, tells 
ford. | two American soldiers, one of them 
Selected short subjects and the; played by Robert Mitchum, that 
Latest News of the Day are the{ hate for a Jew, Catholic or Protes- 
added featurettes on the program.| tant can lead to the hating of a 
man because he wears a striped 
STADIUM CONCERTS tie. That no one would fide vein wg 
Leute Ctadieen cause one wears a striped tie, and 
Amsterdam Ave., 136th to 138th Sts. | that murder is committed because 
PHILHARMONIC-SYMPHONY one is a Jew, is Jeft for the audience 
HANS SCHWIEGER, Conductor |‘? <VOlVe. 

MONDAY, JULY 21, at 8:30 uring a period in contemporary 
Soloist: ALEC TEMPLETON American history when “Restricted 
THURSDAY, JULY 24, at 8:30 Clientele” signs greet a visitor to 
Soleist: HELEN TRAUBEL vacation resorts, when economic 

discrimination is widely practiced 
by large industrial firms, while 
professional bigots publish and 

Soleist: RUGGIERO RICCI disseminate propaganda designed 

Prices (incl. Tax) 30c, 60c, $1.80, s2.40,/t0 pit race against race, color 
Stadium Box Office. AUD. Three-3400 against color, religion against reli- 


"BRUTE FORCE" AT 











PAUL LAVALLE, Conductor 
SATURDAY, JULY 26, at 8:30 











CRITICS PRIZE MUSICAL! CRITICS PRIZE MUSICAL! 
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“| WONDER WHO'S 


KISSING HER NOW" 
with MARK STEVENS - JUNE HAVER 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in TECHNICOLOR 


PLUS ON STAGE IN PERSON! 


ABBOT and COSTELLO 


EXTRAI MAURICE ROCCO EXTRA! 








ROXY son’scer 








Errol Flynn * Barbara Stanwyck 
IN WARNER BROS. HIT 


"CRY WOLF" 


With GERALDINE BROOKS 
—— by HENRY BLANKE 
IN PERSON x ’ pa 
FREDDY MARTI tnd His ORCHESTRA 


. AND THE COCOANUT GROVE REVUE 
WARNERS’ 


AND 


Broadway at 49th St. - AIR-CONDITIONED Ss T R 
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gion, “Crossfire” comes at a time 
when plain speaking is needed. 
“Crossfire” may not win any 
Academy Awards. It will not be 
a cinema production attractive to 
bobby-soxers. The _ professional 
bigots in and out of government 
will go with their nefarious work. 
But, for Americans who think, 
who seek more than a laugh that 
is soon forgotten, who seek a 
provocative theme, then ‘“Cross- 
fire” is for you. There are no an- 
swers to the problem of anti- 
Semitism in “Crossfire.” Psycho- 
logists will not learn what makes 
the anti-Semite in the film tick. 
Many may regret that the Johnston 
Office Code took its revenge and 
had the anti-Semite killed at the 





stage show held twice daily and 
for the free dance sessions held 
every night. 





end of reel eight, before a complete 
analysis of the motives for his 
hate for Jews could be determined. 
Despite the seriousness of it# 
theme, “Crossfire” will keep you 
sitting on the edge of your seat 
for eighty-six minutes; and keep 
you awake 24 hours afterwards 
if there is a streak of conscience 
in you. 
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DOORS OPEN AT 9 A.M. 


EXTRA LATE SHOWING 
OF FEATURE AT 1 A.M. 






SYDNEY STATE A vENOU 
AVA GARDNER - KEENAN WYNN - EDWARD ARNOLD 













| TONY & SALLY 
| Ted-STRAETER § 


and his ORCHESTRA 





Special Added Attraction! 


= Paul WINCHELL# 
: with Jerry Mahoney S 
JIMMY & MILDRED) 

MULCAY . 


Extra Added Attraction! 


Charles TRENET 


TED MEYN at the Orga’ 














starring 


Press Ter _—™ 


BETTY Bn ya LUND 


with BILLY De WOLFE: Wm. Demarest - Copstance (pllier- Frank Faylen 


Directed by George Marshall ¢ A Paramount Picture 
in Person 


“our or cHaRM” ALL-GIRL ORGH, ann croi 
pute PHIL SPITALNY 


featuring EVELYN And Her Magic Violin 


eae) | oicest" “JOANNE *VIOLA if’ Brume 
set. "| THE ALI: AMERICAN GLEE CLUB 


, Holidov® ELIZABETH TALBOT-MARTIN 
DON BAKER at the organ 


Midnight 
Feature Nightly 
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LETTERS 








1o the Editor 





Larsen, Peffer and China 


From ROBERT SHAPLEN 


R. LARSEN’S recent letter on 
M Nathaniel Peffer’s article in the 

Times, “Close-up of China in 
Travail,” was full of half-truths that 
should be answered. 

In the first place, Mr. Larsen fell into 
the easy fallacy of quoting a few stray 
sentences of Mr. Peffer’s generally sound 
piece and thereby taking them out of 
context. While I do believe Stalin has 
expansionist aims in the Orient, it is cer- 
tainly true as Mr. Peffer so clearly says 
that the course the United States has 
been following in China cannot either 
prevent the formation of a Chinese Com- 
munist spearhead for further Russian 
expansion, nor will it deter Stalin from 
pushing ahead on his own in other ways 
if he wants to. It is also true that 
“America’s position in China is more 
vulnerable by reason of the presumptive 
alliance with Nanking” and that if we 
should go to war with Russia we would 
find Nanking “an incubus;” we would be 
facing a powerful Russian army in front 
and a hostile Chinese guerrilla army in 
the rear, with a weakly-administered, 
widely-corrupt and morale-crippled ally 
in the forces of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Mr. Peffer and many other observers 
who have been to China recently, have 
made the point that we were, and to a 
more limited degree still are, in a posi- 
tion to force reform on the Chiang Kai- 
shek Government by withholding various 
forms of aid. As Durdin pointed out in 
the Times in a recent story from Nan- 
king, the release of 301,000,000 rounds of 
surplus rifle bullets to Chiang is in itself 


unimportant (it could only serve a front- 
line division a week or so) but such ac- 
tions, plus the permission we apparently 
have granted the Kuomintang to make 
additional commercial ammunition deals 
here, add up to the combination of mud- 
dled opportunism and contradiction in 
our policy that has been so evident for a 
year and a half—since the Truman 
China statement of December, 1945. We 
said then we would aid Chiang’s Govern- 
ment when and if it reformed itself. 
Coalition failed because neither side 
really wanted to play ball and because 
General Marshall took a trip home at the 
wrong time early in 1946. Coalition might 
not have failed, however, in the summer 
of 1946 if we had not convinced the Com- 
munists that come hell or high water we 
would bet on the Kuomintang in a show- 
down. This was evidenced, for example, 
by our continuing the military advisory 
program even to a limited degree, a pro- 
gram which was not supposed to go into 
effect until genuine coalition had been 
@sinieved and which Congress has not of- 
ficially approved, and by our granting 
Chiang a much-needed financial shot in 
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the arm through the surplus property 
deal. In other words, we demonstrated 
to the complete satisfaction of Chen Li- 
,fu and the reactionary clique around 
Chiang that we could always be counted 
on to side with the present Kuomintang, 
despite our golden words of insisting 
on “real democracy” in China. As this 
position of ours became clearer, Chiang 
more and more listened once again to 
the advice of the Chen brothers and the 
reactionaries rather than to the liberals 
such as Sun Fo, himself a rather weak 
sister, and a few others. 

Larsen says that Marshall’s expressed 
desire to have liberals become active in 
the Nanking Government “has largely 
come true.” This is patently ridiculous. 
I wonder if Mr. Larsen regularly reads 
the reports of such established anti-CP 
correspondents as Durdin, and Steele 
of the Herald-Tribune? It has been 
pointed out over and over again in the 
last few months that while there is a 
window-dressing sprinkling of liberals 
in the Nanking Government, the CC 
clique is stronger than ever by its con- 
trol of the Political Council and the 
new State Council. There has also been 
more repression of free speech and free 
press and of middle-of-the-road liberals 
in China in the last few months than in 
recent years, and a wider than ever pub- 
lic antipathy to the Kuomintang through- 
out the country. With this has come a 
greater degree of authoritarian control 
in the far western provinces as well as 
in such places as Formosa, so recently 
the scene of a great public uprising 
against the rotten, dictatorial bureau- 
cracy of the KMT that was in existence 
there. 

As for the new constitution, I have 
heard Ambassador Stuart, General Mar- 
shall and others on the subject: it’s fine, 
when and if jt’s put into effect. The 
KMT has a good land law too, better and 
fairer in many respects than the CP’s; 
the only trouble is the CP carries its 
program out, and the KMT institutes 
more taxes, conscripts more farmers, 
reapportions no land at all, and becomes 
bankrupt and inflation-ridden every day. 
To say this is not to excuse those who 
deny the Chinese Communists are Marx- 
ists, that they are tied beyond doubt 
ideologically to Russia, that Stalin gave 
them tremendous aid in Manchuria at 
the end of the war, that Stalin sits im- 
perialistically in Dairen and Port Arthur 
today, that there is a new friendly Inner 
Mongolian government (friendly to Outer 
Mongolia and Stalin), that Stalin has 
his eye on Sinkiang, and that the CP 
in China is very often ruthless and dic- 
tatorial in carrying out its agrarian re- 
form plus its other so-called reforms. 
But we can’t fight all that by calling 
Chiang Kai-shek’s new Government a 
reform government, by merely accusing 
those who rightfully criticize Chiang as 
simply “taking up the organized slander” 
against him, and by just passing it all 
off by saying that those who do such 
things “have done a great deal of harm 
to our relations with China.” 

Speaking of the “vulture-like” appear 
ance of such men as Ho Chi-minh in 
Indo-China as proof positive of the “pat- 
tern” of Russian expansion—Mr. Larsen, 
I wish you had been in Indo-China at 
the end of the war and subsequently to 
watch” the world’s worst colonists ride 
back to power over a far more genuinely 
nationalistic than communistic tide, with 
the steel aid of American lend-lease 
guns. If Viet Nam today is coming under 
a greater degree of CP control than be- 
fore, it is because the Annamites have 
nowhere else to turn: we took care of 
that largely by throwing back in their 
faces the fine words of the Atlantic 
Charter and by helping place the French 
back in the saddle. 

New York City. 











Dear SIR: The American Asso- 
ciation for a Democratic Germany is 
gratified to note that the American 
Military Government in Germany 
plans to refuse further concessions to 
the Russian authorities in regard to 
the municipal government of Berlin. 

We have noted with grave concern 
that on a number of recent occasions 
American representatives have coun- 
tenanced and even appeared to lend 
the color of their approval to major 
violations of democratic principles in 
this connection. While we recognize 
that American agreement, to these 
violations has been due to a desire 

. to preserve four-power harmony, we 
feel that they have in fact served 
merely to weaken the forces on which 
we must depend for the building of a 
democratic Germany. 

The people of Berlin showed clearly 
where they stood in the contest 
between democratic and totalitarian 
concepts when they voted overwhelm- 
ingly for the Social Democratic and 
Christian Democratic parties in the 


government which they chose. Func- 








Open Letter to President Truman 


‘ tionaries of the previous Communist- 


municipal elections last October. But Reinhold Niebuhr 
| since then, Russian obstruction has Maurice J.Goldbloom Eliot Pratt 
been permitted to hamstring the city Roger Baldwin 
Anna Caples 


dominated regime, repudiated by the 
voters, have.been permitted to retain 
office, while democratically chosen 
officials, such as Ernst Reuter and 
Siegfried Nestriepke, have been barred 
or expelled from the posts to which 
they were named. An election system 
was approved for the trade unions by 
which a_ self-appointed Communist 
bureaucracy was enabled to gerry- 
mander itself back into power. De- 
cisions of the Berlin City Assembly 
have been repeatedly set aside, and 
the democratic process nullified. 

For the honor of the United States, 
and the future of German democracy 
and world peace, we are glad to learn 
that the American representatives in 
Berlin plan to make no further con- | 
cessions of this nature. The United | 
States can adequately support the | 
democratic ideals for which it stands 
only by giving full and unqualified 
backing to those in Germany who are 
fighting for them. 





Respectfully yours, 
Joseph Kaskell 


Norman Thomas 
Walter F. Willcox 




















Germany's Lost Revolution 


(Continued from Page Six) 


generals leaped back on the bandwagon. 
The hangman took his toll in the tens of 
thousands. The entire military opposi- 
tion went (von Witzleben, Beck, and all 
the others)—Leuschner and almost his 
entire circle—the complete Kreisauer 
Kreis with Moltke and von Wartenburg 
— most of the middle-class grouplets. 
This was the wholesale destruction of 
political Germany. Everything that had 
grown up in painful years of preparation 
and organization was wiped-out. The 
anti-Nazi leadership was murdered, 
Moltke defied the regime with his mag- 
nificent bearing in the court-room. Hau- 
bach was carried on a litter to the 


gallows. 
x * ” 


Wuy did the revolution fail? Some- 
what easier to answer is the smaller 
question: Why did the July 20th putsch 
fail? Primarily, I feel sure, because 
Hitler survived, and everything depended 
on his death. The formula was: First 
assassination, and then civil war. Every- 
thing hung on the military putsch, and 
whole Wehrmacht divisions were ready 
to move. If that failed, there could be 
no hope for Army support, no rising of 
the people, no general revolutionary call, 
no general strike, no barricades. The 
military. putsch was to attack the dic- 
tatorship at the top—and then, with the 
first severe blows delivered, the civil 
resistance could attack it from below. 
But then why did the putsch fail? This 
failure was largely due to the incompe- 
tence of the military. The plan was 
poorly organized, poorly executed. Every- 
thing depended on the bomb and on one 
man, Stauffenberg. The risk was too 
great. The pace was too slow. The gen- 
erals with Beck moved hesitantly and 
with unbelievable planlessness. The radio 
was never seized (and Goebbels came on 
the air immediately). Haubach who was 
to make the national appeal was, on 
July 20, somewhere in Bavaria far from 
the Berlin events! 

Was there any way out of the dilemma 
which faced the German anti-Nazi Revo- 
lution? Most of the survivors are skep- 
tical. Under a tightly-organized steel- 
gripped totalitarian state no opposition 
cadres can effectively form. Perhaps a 
few hundred groups and cells. Perhaps 
a few thousand active sympathizers. But 
with this weak, scattered force one could 
make no beginning. Might could only be 
overwhelmed by might. Without military 
preparation by the Army any move would 
have been suicidal. Power lay with the 


The guns failed, or rather the 
generals never succeeded in bringing the 
guns into play. Of course, it might have 
gone otherwise — had there been more 
courageous anti-Nazi activists in Ger- 
many, or for that matter outside of Ger- 
many—had there been more radical po- 
litical life in the depressed German 
masses—had there been a youth a little 
more devoted to individualism rather 
than to.national obedience... . 


guns, 


History records the glory of lost 
causes, but in politics success is the de- 
cisive thing. Hitler won every decision 
over Germany. The revolt failed, and a 
revolution was lost. Thousands went to 
their death. That was the risk they took. 
That was the honor they salvaged for 
a ravaged and corrupted German spirit. 

And it remains today an orphaned 
spirit. There have been nations without 
a Renaissance, and nations without a 
Reformation. Germany, alone of the 
great nations of the modern world, has 
been without a Revolution. The loss is 
irreparable. 





MARX AND RUSSIA 
From H. S. VICTORSON 


A BOUT eight weeks ago the New York 
Times Sunday Magazine published an 
article by Drew Middleton on Russia 
in which it was stated that Karl Marx 
predicted that Russia will be the first 
country to realize Socialism. 


I thereupon challenge the writer of 
the article or the edtor to prove the as- 
sertion or correct it, for it is well known 
by those familiar with Marx’s works and 
lite that he considered Russia a stumb- 
ling block to the advance towards Social- 
ism. In the same letter, I also stated 
that Marx considered England the coun- 
try where Socialism would be first real- 
ized owing to its high industrial de- 
velopment as well as its advanced cul- 
tural condition. 


live weeks passed and neither was 
my letter published nor did Mr. Middle- 
ton or the editor correct the assertion 
concerning Marx’s prediction about Rus- 
sia, or attempt to prove it. I then 
asked the editor of the Sunday Times 
Magazine, in fairness to Marx and to 
the readers of the Times, to either print 
m. letter or else to prove or correct Mr. 
Middleton’s assertion. 


This has not been done. 


Boston, Mass. 


THE NEW LEADER 
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SDF NEWS 


NATIONAL 

Radio and Press Advertising Cam- 
paign will start in September. Scripts 
for radio talks are now being submitted 
to the National Executive Board. Copy 
for large press ads are being prepared 
to attract attention of persons interested 
in Social Democracy, and these ads will 
also advertise radio talks and organi- 
zation meetings to follow. The first 
trials will be made in Rochester and 
Baltimore. The plan will be later tried 
out in several ather cities. Funds for 
this campaign are still being solicited 
and contributions acknowledged in the 
S$.D.F. Eleventh Anniversary Journal 
which will go to press late in August. 
... August Claessens speaks Saturday 
mornings at Camp Eden, Cold Spring, 
N. Y. At Unity House, Forest Park, 
Pa., July 25-26. Topic: “Combating 
Communists and Native Fascists.” At 
Camp Hofnung, near Pipersville, Pa., 
August 9-10, under “Socialist Day” aus- 
pices, Local Philadelphia, S.D.F. 


NEW YORK CITY 


City Executive Committee meets July 
23. Plans are being made for many 
activities to begin after Labor Day.... 
Eugene Victor Debs Anniversary Ban- 
quet, Sunday, November 16, at the Hotel 
Park Central. ... Algernon Lee speaks 
every Saturday evening over Station 
WEVD at 9:30 o’clock. ... : Amalgamated 
Cooperative Branch, S.D.F., meeis on 
Monday, July 21, 8:30 p. m.,, English 
Room, Seventh Building. 


RAND SCHOOL BRANCHES OUT 

The Rand School of Northern New 
Jersey has been announced in a bulletin 
issued by Director Theodore Schapire. 
The headquarters of this new institution 
are at 34 Williams Street, Newark, N. J., 
the home of Local 220 of the ILGWU, 
but for the epresent communications 
should. be addressed to the Rand School, 
7 East 15th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
The New Jersey trade union leaders 
who are backing this educational effort 
include the following: Thomas L. Par- 
sonnet, Counsel for the NJ Federation 
of Labor, AFL; Carl Holderman, Presi- 
dent, NJ State Counsel, CIO; Mary 
Hanscom, President, Traffic Telephone 
Workers Federation of NJ, Ind.: 
Alexander Eltman and Milo Hymes. 

This new labor school will open Sept. 
19. A comprehensive program of practi- 
cal courses for trade unionists have been 
arranged. August Claessens will teach 
Public Speaking, Bernard Rifkin, Amer- 
ican Labor History, Julius Manson, 
Collective Bargaining, Alexander Elt- 
man, Labor and the Law and Sol Stettin, 
Methods of Organization. Suecess of 
this venture is guaranteed by the sup- 
port of a long list of New Jersey’s AFL, 
CIO and Independent unions. 
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MAN’S DIGNITY AND DESTINY 


(Continued from Page Five) 


tion and guidance of America the world 
cannot win a real peace. And only a 
united America can lead the world to 
peace. What happens in Timbuctoo has 
repercussions in Toledo; when the life 
and liberty of a Pole are threatened, the 
life and liberty of a Philadelphian are 
in jeopardy. 

We can achieve this unity only in a 
common belief that man is a creature of 
unique dignity; that his rights are in- 
alienable, for the very reason that they 
come to him from God. Only when we 
realize that human rights are derived 
from God can we effectively fight un- 
bridled social and economic exploitation. 
Only then do we have the right motives 
for granting to others that liberty and 
justice which we demand for ourselves. 

How long do you think our present 
Congress would fumble, if, united in this 
way, we demanded immediate action to 
provide decent housing, with only in- 
cidental regard for the hitherto sacred 
right of plentiful profit? Here we are a 
nation of 140,000,000 people, with a de- 


monstrated capacity to produce war 
material in an unending stream; but we 
bog down completely in the effort to pro- 


vide adequate housing for our citizens, 
the majority of whom are returned vet- 
erans. The answer is greed: the greed 
of a few who seek to profit at the ex- 
pense of the many. We see the con- 
gressional leaders of this nation which 
spent billions to develop the destructive 
energies of atomic power hold up their 
hands in horror at the prospect of spend- 
ing even a little money to provide low- 
cost housing for millions of our people. 
And how long do you think our cities 


~ would be fettered by racial restrictive 


covenants, if we, the people, spoke in 
unity to demand that our courts cease to 
mock the justice they are sworn to up- 
hold? 

I have said that the choice for today 
and for tomorrow is between democracy 
and totalitarianism. And, if there is a 
war in the future, it need not be a war 
of arms. It must be a war of ideas and 
of competing social systems. The do- 
mains of this conflict are no longer 
located in geographical areas; they are 
now located in the bodies and souls; in 
the minds, and hearts, and wills of men. 
The techniques of this new warfare, 
then, must be spiritual. The aim is not 
to reshape the map of the earth; but to 
reshape the thoughts of the human mind; 
to create new objects for the aspirations 
of the human heart; new ideals for the 
human soul. The aim is to enkindle the 


SULY 19, 1947 


flame of quenchless hope in lives that 
now know only the darkness of despair. 
The aim of this spiritual warfare is to 
teach every child of Adam that his des- 
tiny is not to grovel in the slime like 
beasts that perish; but to walk among 
the stars as the sons of God. 


This article by the Catholic Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago, the Most Reverend 
Bernard J. Sheil, is based upon an ad- 
dress delivered by him to the Convention 
of the American Veterans Committee at 
Milwaukee on June 20. 








American Jews Show CP the Door 


(Continued on Page Four) 
As head of the Seven Arts Feature 
Syndicate, he tried to foist his “canned 
editorials” on our English-Jewish press 
in 1985; when the Leuisville Jewish 
Chronicle objected, he threatened to 
cancel its contract. But the general 


outery stopped him. 
* * * 


Tue “American Jewish Council for the 
Rehabilitation of Russia” has been re- 
cently been formed. On its board are B. 
Z. Goldberg and Dr. Wise. The executive 
diector is Leonard Goldich, formerly 
of the Protestant staff. Goldberg, again, 
reminds me of the School of Jewish 
Studies, which has among its sponsors 
William Gailmor and Dr. Joshua Bloch, 
head of the NY Public Library’s Jewish 
Division. Dr. Bloch wrote ‘often for the 
Protestant, until it was denounced. This 
illustrates how the School of Jewish 
Studies, the Protestant, and other or- 
ganizations are intertwined. 

This new Council succeeded in hoax- 
ing even the NY Times with a June 17th 
release. Rakbi Solomon Schliffer, of 
Moscow, is reported to have telephoned 
from Russia the previous day and is 
quoted: “Religious education is progress- 
ing beyond expectations,” and ‘Jewish 
youth is receiving more and more re- 
ligious education.” 

But no Yiddish paper carried these 
words, whch if true would have: signi- 
fied a sensational abcut-face in the So- 


’ viet attitude toward religious indoctrin- 


ation. Instead, the Jewish Marning Jour- 
nal earried a full account of the tele- 
phone conversation. 

Rabbi Kaplan (of Brooklyn): “How 
about synagogues in Russia?” 

Rabbi Schliffer: “We do not have 
many synagogues in this country; but 
those that do exist are filled with wor- 
shippers.” 

Rabbi Kaplan: “And how about our 
children, our younger generation?” 

Rabbi Schliffer (without quotes) said 
we are doing our best under the cir- 
cumstances. 

And that is all. 

Weird things come of this “inter- 
locking.” Anti-Fascist John Roy Carl- 


son, for example, wrote Under Cover. 
He also wrote The Plotters. Aye, there’s 
the rub.- In the latter, he calls the CP 
“subversive,” and Communism a “twin 
vulture” with Fascism. At once, Kahn 
jumped out of his skin, in Jewish Life, 
to call Carlson anti-Semitic, anti-Negro, 
and a rogue—a familiar trick. This was 
in March. That same month, Carlson, 
who is popular as a speaker, suddenly 
vanished from the American Jewish 
Congress’ speakers’ list, and he hasn’t 
heard from them since. Even a letter 
te Dr. Wise didn’t help. 

For Stephen Wise this writer has the 
deepest personal affection. The great 
rabbi’s place in history is assured. One 
ean only wish that he, however well- 
meaning, would desist from giving com- 
fort to elements that are the opposite 
ef what he stands for. Dr. Wise has 
changed his mind countless times, on 
various subjects. I pray that he disown 
these people soon. 

Rabbi Wise, a non-Communist, sincere- 
ly believes that liberals and Communists 
can work together on occasion. So does 
Dr. Bloch. So dces Rabbi Jacob Wein- 
stein, of Chicago, who recently dubbed 
Russian agression a “counter-crusade,” 
caused by our becoming “a crusading 
mob intent on smashing the Kremlin 
with an atomic bomb.” It is through 
their’ affiliations that these idealistie 
gentlemen are being used. And used for 
dangerous ends. 

You can’t have a united front with @ 
conspiracy. 

As for me, I might be a Protestant 
speaking to my church; or a priest warn- 
ing against Coughlinism. The Jews here, 
efter all are a microcosm of America. 
All ereeds have troubles in the same 
proportion. But like America, American 
Jewry is alert to lurking perils. There 
is scarcely a large organization that is 
not, at this moment, using the broom. 

We battle anti-Semitism. We fight for 
justice in Zion. And we have faith in 
America. No attempt by a noisy handful 
te rouse distrust of the democratic pro- 
cess, and democratic nations, for covert 
purposes of their own, will deflect us 
jrom our course, 





Three thousand dollars in cash prizes 
were awarded at the Tamiment Social 
and Economic Institute to the winners 
of the nationwide undergraduate essay 
contest on the subject: “Roads to In- 
dustrial Peace.” The winners were: First 
Prize, Claude Gerard, Baltimore, Johns 
Hopkins University; Second Prize, Alvin 
Ross, New York University; Third Prizes, 
William B. Allen of Akron and Harvard; 
Norman F. Washburne, Columbia, Uni- 


versity of Missouri; William D. Wubben, 


Papen Saboe 





CAMP TAMIMENT ESSAY PRIZE WINNERS 


University -of Chicago, and Honorable 
Mention to Ruth Redding, Montclair, 
N. J., Hunter College. In the above 
photograph, Ben Josephson, Executive 
Director of Camp Tamiment, is shown 
at the extreme right. Ben Blaker, 
Assistant Director of the Camp, is 
second from the left. 

The Board of Judges consisted of: 
Henry Hazlitt, Associate Editor, News- 
week; Algernon Lee, President, Rand 
School of Social Science; Selig Perlman, 





Professor of Economics, University of 
Wisconsin; Sumner H. Slichter, Pro- 
fessor of Economics, Harvard Univer- 
sity, and Ordway Tead, President, New 
York Board of Higher Education. Chair- 
man of the Conference, and of the con- 
test committee, was Louis Waldman, 
prominent member of the New York Bar 
and author of “Labor Lawyer,’ who an- 
nounced that the subject for next year’s 
essay contest would be: “Roads to 
World Peace.” 
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Where the News Ends 


By William Henry Chamberlin 








In Memoriam: The German Resistance 


HREE YEARS ago, on July 20, 1944, the Ger- 

man resistance movement reached its heroic 

climax and sustained its tragic defeat. A 
wounded army officer, Colonel Klaus von Stauffen- 
berg, exploded a bomb in Hitler’s headquarters. By 
an unlucky accident the briefcase containing the 
homb was moved after Stauffenberg had stepped out 
ef the room, and Hitler was stunned and partially 
paralyzed, but not killed. 

Meanwhile Stauffenberg, convinced that his plot 
had succeeded, gave the signal to the other con- 
tpirators, who included a heterogeneous group of 
high military officers and former civilian officials, 
together with many active Social Democrats who had 
guicceeded in eluding the Gestapo. Not only in Berlin, 
hut in Paris and Vienna the conspirators arrested 
gome Nazis and made a start al seizing power. 

But there was not enough mass support for the 
July 20 revolt to carry on successfully after it be- 
wame clear that Hitler had survived. The waverers 
crept back to their allegiance, although they were 
not always able to save their lives by doing so. Two 
of Germany’s most famous generals on the western 
front, Rommel and Kluge, who were half-heartedly 
implicated in the plot, committed suicide under 
¢ompulsion. 

The Gestapo carried out a relentless man-hunt and 
exterminated most of the active figures in the con- 
ppiracy—Count Yorck and Count Moltke, the former 
Mayor of Leipzig, Karl Friedrich CGoerdeler, the 
Social Democrats Leber and Leuschner, the inde- 
pendent intellectual, Adam von Trott, an indefatigable 
worker in the anti-Hitler underground. These men 
and many others who were killed before or after 
July 20 rest in figuratively unknown graves. Their 
attempt failed. They received far less credit than 
they deserved in the free countriessof the West for a 
yery rare demonstration of courage. 

The course of events in Germany since the Nazi 
collapse has proceeded along lines very different from 
those of which the idealists of the German resistance 
dreamed. The eastern part of Germany has fallen 
under the strong influence of Soviet totalitarianism. 
And many acts and even policies of the western 
powers, apparently inspired by a desire for indis- 
criminate revenge, have greatly weakened the influence 
of the self-respecting democratic forces in Germany 
and contributed fo strengthen the latent forces of 
Nazi revival. 


* * * 


Yer no courageous blow for freedom is ever struck 
entirely in vain. It is time to give appropriate 
“Fecognition to the fact that many Germans risked 
and endured death, and torture worse than death, in 
order to fight a tyranny which had not only enslaved 
but partially corrupted their own people. Anyone 
who fights the ruthless secret police of a totalitarian 
state anywhere gives proof of high courage. But it 
yequired more courage for Germans to go into the 
anti-Hitler underground than for people in occupied 
countries to join resistance movements. 

The Frenchman, the Norwegian, the Belgian who 
waged secret war against the German invaders and 
their local Quislings could rely on the sympathy of 
the majority of his own people. He could look for- 
ward with undivided hope and confidence to the day 
when allied victory would bring honor to himself 
and freedom to his country. 

The German anti-Nazi worked under much less 
favorable psychological circumstances. He had to 
reckon with the fact that a considerable number of 
his countrymen were convinced Nazis, who would 
consider it a duty to denounce him; that a still 
larger number were too stupefied by the deadly 
$dtalitarian technique of mass propaganda plus ter- 
rorism to render active aid or even conscious sym- 
pathy. Moreover, and this is a grave reflection on 
the political conduct of the war, the anti-Nazi under- 
ground received not the slightest moral or political 
encouragement from Britain and America. 

The neglect of the internal struggle against Hitler 
was one of the major lost opportunities of the war, 
from the standpoint of American and British states- 


% 


manship. If Roosevelt, Churchill and other spokes- 
men forthe western powers, instead of parroting the 
slogan “unconditional surrender,” had spelled out 
in detail what an Atlantic Charter peace could and 
should have meant for a Germany purged of Nazism 
—no annexation of ethnic German territory, no in- 


- dustrial dismantling, no economic discrimination— 


the July 20 plot might have been a triumph, not a 
heroic failure. And what a western-oriented Ger- 
many, under authentic indigenous anti-Nazi leader- 
ship would have meant, from the standpoint of 
staving off the present danger of a Soviet-dominated 
Europe—this almost staggers the imagination. Allen 
W. Dulles, as representative of the OSS in Switzer- 
land, knew more than almost any American of the 
strength and sincerity of the anti-Nazi underground. 





He writes in his book, Germany’s Underground: 

“Both Washington and London were fully advised 
beforehand on all the conspirators were attempting 
to do, but it sometimes seemed that those who de- 
termined policy in America and England were making 
the military task as difficult as possible by uniting 
all Germans to resist to the bitter end.” 


The leaders of the anti-Hitler movement shared 
many of the idealistic traits of Russia’s first demo- 
cratic revolutionaries, the Decabristi of 1825. Like 
the Decembrists, they kad worked out a program 
to be put into effect after the success of their plot. 
It called for a kind of mixed economy, political 
decentralization, complete demilitarization and the 
submergence of German nationalism in a European 
federation. War criminals were to be tried by a 
court in which judges from neutral and defeated 
nations should sit along with representatives of the 
victors. The verdicts of such a court would certainly 
have carried greater international moral weight than 
the verdicts of Nueremberg. 

July 20 is a memorial to the indestructible free- 
dom of the individual human spirit, which cannot 
be utterly extinguished even by the most ingenious 
and scientific tyranny. It is both the moral respon- 
sibility and the political interest of America, Britain 
and France so to order their German policy that 
there may be some reasonable prospect of the ultimate 
emergence of a united Germany firmly committed to 
western culture and civilization. 





Are We Creating Permanent DP’s? 


(Continued from Page One) 


months since V-Day to harden us and make us for- 
get what was in Europe so recently? Do we not 
remember our looks of horror, and our feelings of 
bewildered misery when we saw newsreels of Amer- 
ican troops entering the camps of blood? Do we no 
longer remember the expressions of gratitude on the 
faces of these valiant men ond women turned human- 
skeletons “as they sought to raise their emaciated 
bodies to embrace their liberators? We do not intend 
apologizing for these courageous men and women; 
it is we, not they, who ought to feel grateful. And 
in this time of national obligation. evil voices from 
many quarters warn against the “hordes” from 
Europe! 

There is another issue about which confusion is 
rampant. Incredible as it seems, this deals with the 
political ideologies of “these persons. The streets of 
this nation echo with whisperings about the taint of 
Communism among these applicants for participation 
in the “American Dream.” These displaced persons, 
in the direst of need, would choose a way of life 
totally incompatible with totalitarianism. The DP 
camps are filled by people from countries that have 
been overrun by the Soviet terror. In spite of intimi- 
dation, they have refused all offers of repatriation. 
They have endangered even their present status by 
hoping against hope that they will not be forced to 
return. Many have committed suicide rather than 
to go back to the lands of the NKVYD. The survivors 
cannot live much longer in confinement camps. If 
we do not act quickly, we will force them back into 
the arms of Stalin’s henchmen. Instead of cutting 
through all existing red-tape to keep the USSR from 
conquering and slaughtering these most ardent. of 
all opponents of totalitarianism, we fight, like modern 
Don Quixotes, against their and our interests. 

The United States News of July 18 refers to the 
problem of the “DP’s Who Fled Communist-Domi- 
nated Areas.” Can they support themselves in the 
United States? “Age of displaced persons is rela- 


tively low. About 66 percent are between the ages 
of 18 and 44, considered the best working-age bracket.” - 
How skilled are they? Only 4.4 percent are inex- 
perienced and students, 24.5 percent are farmers and 
Jumbermen; 25.3 percent are skilled service workers, 
9.1 percent are mining and factory workers, 7.9 per- 
cent are professionals, 6.7 percent are construction 
workers, 11.3 percent are clerks, 3.2 percent are 
doctors and nurses. “Religion of DP’s is largely 
Christian. About 65 percent are Catholic, 15 percent 
Protestant. Of the total, 20 percent are Jewish... . 
Nationality of Europe’s 1,000,000 remaining refugees 
is largely Polish and Baltic. Nearly 300,000 are 
Poles who fear to return to their Russian-dominated 
homeland.” Others are from Yugoslavia, the Russian 
Ukraine and the Balkans. Concludes the United States 
News: “Virtually all of the refugees fear political 
persecution if they should return to their Communist- 
controlled homelands.” 

It was therefore gratifying to hear President Tru- 
man’s repeated requests for the admission of a “sub- 
stantial number” of these displaced persons, but it 
was tragic that he agreed with Congressional leaders 
to put off the matter to the next session. It was the 
President himself who stated: “There still remain in 
the western zones of Grmany and Austria and in Italy 
close to 1,000,000 survivors who are unwilling by 
reason of political opinion and fear of persecution 
to return to the areas where they once had homes.” 

The New Leader believes that it is incumbent on 
all of the nations of the world to open their doors 
to the stateless of Europe before we create permanent 
DP’s. As regards the Jewish people who are state- 
less in Europe, we favor opening the doors of both 
Palestine and America to them. We find all objec- 
tions to the Stratton bill unsupported by the facts. 
The answer to Mr. Tobin is not: “Jobs for Veterans, 
ot Immigrants,” but rather: “Jobs for Veterans and 
Immigrants.” And for the immigrants much more 
than jobs—the possibility for life itself. 
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